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The  fo l l ow ing  i s  a  h i s to ry  o f  Seave r  I s l and  fo r  t he  pu rpo€e

o f  reco rd ing  such  i n fo r rna t i on  as  I  have  a t  t he  p resen t  t i ne .

S o m e  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  a c c u r a t e ,  b u t  i t  c o m p r i s e s

wha t  I  have  been  ab le  to  f i nd ,  w i th$u t  do ing  rea l l y  t ho roqgh

r e s e a r c h .  M u c h  o f  i t  h a s  b e e n  g i v e r l  t o  m e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  I

have  no t  i nc luded  any  i n fo rma t ion  wh ich  seemed  inaccu ra te  i n

l i gh t  o f  known  and  reco rded  fac ts  o t '  wh ich  came f rom a  sou rce

t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  r e l i a b l e

T h e  f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  B e a v e r  I s l a n d  b y  t h a t  n a m e  t h a t  I

h a v e  f o u n d  i s  a  r e c o r d  o f  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  " p r o p r i e t o r s "

h e 1 d .  i n  P o r t s n o u t h  o n  D e c e r n b e r  2 4 ,  1 , 7 8 I t  w h i c h  w a s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e

o f  d i v i d i n g  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a l l  o f  t h e  u n a l l o t t e d  t e r r i t o r y  f r o m

K i n g ' s  G r a n t  i n  t h e  W i n n e p e s a u k e e  1 4 k e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e

lake .  Lo t  Number  L3  was  con f i rmed  qo  Governo r  John  Wen twor th ,

o r i g i n a l  g r a n t e e ,  o r  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  a n d  c o n s i s t e d  o f :

" B e a v e r  I s l a n d ,  1 9  a c r e s ;  T h r e q  M i l e ,  3 7  a c r e s ;  H a l 1  f s l a n d ,

1 0  a c r e s ;  B l a c k  C a t , 3 2  a c r e s ;  l V a l l a c e  I s l a n d ,  2  a c r e s ,  a l l

i n  'M idd ie  Bay '  (Cen te r  Harbo r )  and  *  t (  ? t  .  t r

A n  a c c u r a t e  s u r v e y  o f  B e a v e r  I g l a n d  i n  7 9 7 2  s h o w s  i t s  a r e a

a t  2 8 . 5  a c r e s  a n d  s i n c e  t h e  l a k e  l e V e 1  w a s  p r o b a b l y  l o v i e r  i n  7 7 8 I

t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  s t a t e d  a r e a  o f  B e a v e r  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  i n c o r r e c t .

The  f i r s t  reco rd  o f  Beave r  I s l and  tha t  I  have  found  i n  the

Be lknap  Coun ty  reco rds  i s  a  map  o f  t he  coun ty  i n  1859  wh j . ch  shows

t h e  i s l a n d s  w i t h  t h a t  n a m e .  B e a v e r S  a r e  n o t  u s u a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d

w i th  a  l ake  i s l and ,  bu t  i n  t he  summqr  o f  1962  the re  were  many

bank  beave rs  on  l he  i s l and  and  i t  m4y  be  p resumed  f rom the  nane

t h a t  a  s i n i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t e d  p r i l o r  t o  1 7 8 1 .

T h e  f j r s t  d e e d  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  r q c o r d e d  i n  t h e  B e l k n a p  C o u n t y

Reg is t r y  o f  Deeds  i s  f rom Dav id  Rob i i nson  and  l t { eh i tab le  Rob inson

o f  l v l e r e d i t h ,  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  9 ,  1 8 6 6 ,  ( V o 1  .  1 3 ,  P a g e  5 5 7 )  t r a n s f  e r r i n g

i t  f o r  $ 1 8 0 . 0 0  t o  L e v i  L e a c h  o f  M e r d d i t h .  T h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  w a s :

" A  c e r t a i n  j " s l a n d  i n  L a k e  W i n n q p e s a u k e e  n e a r  J o h n  L e a v i t t f s

s h o r e  a n d  l y i n g  n o r t h e a s t  o f  D a l n i e l  W i g g i n r s  l a n d  i t  k n o w n

b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  B e a v e r  I s l a n d ,  i

i s l a n d s  c a 1 l e d  b y  t h a t  l t a m e .  "

t  b e i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h r e e



L i t t l e  i s  k n o w n  o f  d i t h e r  D

excep t  t ha t  t he  fo rmer  was  an  ov

g r a n g e  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r ,  c l h a p l a i n .

Mered i th  Neck  tha t  i s  no r f i  used  t

d e s c r i b e d  i n  a n  e a r l y  d e e d ( t o  E b

bounded :

" N o r t h e a s t e r l y  b y  L e k e  W i n n

land  fo rmer l y  o f  Da rp ie l  W igg

o f  R u f u s  t .  V e a s e y .  '  B e i n g  a

t o  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  M a t q u i s  D .

d e c e a s e d ,  a n d  t h e  s d m e  c o n v e

R o b i n s o n ,  R u f u s  K .  R o b i n s o n ,

h e i r s  o f  s a i d  M a r q u { s  D .  R o b

I t  s e e m s  a  r e a s o n a b l i e  a s s u m p

s i g n i n g  t h e  f i r s t  d e e d  w a s  a  m e m

and  the  i s l and  may  we l l  have  been

h o l d i n g  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e .

L e v i  L e a c h  o w n e d  t h 6  i s l a n d

1 2 ,  1 8 8 7  o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  , a n d  o n e

o w n e r s h i p  b y  t h e  S t a n d i s h  f a m i l y ,

ownersh ip  o f  wh ich  we  have  a  reco

F r a n k l i n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  T h e

b u i l t  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  i t  i s  h i g

the i  s  l  and dur  ing h i  s  ownrer  s  h ip  .

e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s  u s e s  a  f f i f t e e n  i n c h

ind i ca tes  tha t  mos t  o f  t t r , e  g rowth

f rom wha t  i s  known  o f  t he  subsequ

u s e  h e  m a d e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  i t  i s

i t .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  L e v i  L e a c h

in  1866 ,  subsequen  tL I y  l u rnbe red  i

S .  K i n g d o n  f o r  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0  f e e l i n g  t

l and  on  Beaver  i s  now ass ,essed  a t

T h e  s k e l e t a l  h i s t o r y  o f  B e a v
f l e s h  w i t h  i t s  p u r c h a s e  b y  S a m u e l

s ince  he  was a  man o f  unusua l  and

t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  m a n  t o  b u i

i d  R o b i n s o n  o r  L e v i  L e a c h

rsee r  o f  t he  Winnepesaukee

I t  i s  no ted  tha t  t he  l and  on

r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  w a s

S .  L i n c o l n ,  M a r c h  2 8 ,  1 9 0 1 )  a s

e s a u k e e ,  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  b y  t h e

in ,  sou thwes te r l y  by  l and  fo rmer l y

t r a c t  o f  l a n d  f o r m e r l y  b e l o n g i n g

o b i n s o n ,  l a t e  o f  M e r e d i t h ,

e d  t o  E b e n e z e r  S t e v e n s  b y  J a n e

F r a n k  P .  M e s e r v e  a n d  o t h e r

n s o n .  t t

i o n  t h a t  t h e  D a v i d  R o b i n s o n

r  o f  t h i s  s a m e  R o b i n s o n  f a m i l y

a  p o r t i o n  o f  a  m u c h  l a r g e r

r o n  F e b r u a r y  9 ,  1 8 6 6  t o  M a r c h

o n t h  a n d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t

w a s  t h e  l o n g e s t  t e n u r e  o f

d .  H e  m o v e d  f r o m  M e r e d i t h  t o

e  i s  r1o  ev idence  tha t  he  eve r

l y  p robab le  tha t  he  l um l re red

A  topograph ica l  map  nade  in  the

p ine "  as  a  benchmark  wh ich

on  the  i s l and  was  sma1 l  and

n t  o w n e r ' s  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  t h e

igh l y  improbab le  tha t  he  l umbered

rne re l y  bough t  i t  f o r  t he  t imber

,  a n d  s o l d  i t  i n  1 8 8 7  t o  S a m u e l

t  he  had  done  ve ry  we l l .  (The

$ 1 7 3 , 7 5 0 . )
r  I s l a n d  b e g i n s  t o  t a k e  o n  s o m e
S .  K i n g d o n  o n  M a r c h  1 2 ,  1 8 8 7 ,
lovab le  charac ter  and appears
d  a  h o u s e  o r  c o t t a g e  o n  t h e



i s land.  Our  knowledge o f  K ingdon r

tha t  appeared in  the  Bos ton  Even ing

e n t i t l e d  "  A  J o u r n a l i s t ' s  M e m o r y  H a
w r i t t e n  b y  W i l l i a m  E .  B r i g h a m ,  t h e

l e t t e r  f r o n  M r .  B r i g h a n  t o  L e l a n d  P
e a r l y  p h o t o g r a p h s  a l s o  s u p p l i e d  b y
in fo rmat ion  ga ined f rom the  Be lknap
the  Probate  Cour t  records  wh ich  con

Sanuel  K ingdon was born Septern

N e w  J e r s e y .  H i s  p a r e n t s  m o v e d  t o  O
you th ,  K ingdon  was  a  p r i n te r  and  pu

f u 1  n e w s p a p e r s .  I n  1 8 6 4  h e  l e f t  h o
l a w  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  W i l l i a m  G a s t o n

s e t t i n g  t y p e  f o r  t h e  B o s t o n  E v e n i n g

C o u n t y  J o u r n a l .  H e  s e r v e d  b r i e f l y

a f te r  t he  war  con t i nued  to  s tudy  Ia
He  was  admi t ted  to  the  Massachuse t t

h i s  l i f e  a s  a  B o s t o n . n e w s p a p e r  n a n .

f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  n e w s p a p e r s  a
A d v e r t i s e r  i n  1 8 8 4  w h e n  J .  E d g a r  C h

1 8 9 0  h e  a c c e p t e d  a  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h

rema ined  on  the  s ta f f  o f  t ha t  paper

Sam K ingd .on  bough t  Beave r  I s l a

Leach .  The  deed  shows  tha t  t he  pu r

w h i c h  h e  p a i d  $ 5 0 . 0 0  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a

$ 2 0 0 . 0 0  t h a t  w a s  p a y a b l e  $ s o . o o  e a c

He  nade  the  necessa ry  paymen ts  and

d i s c h a r g e d  o n  J u n e  L 7 ,  1 8 8 9 .  H e  b u
p o i n t  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  c o v e  a n d  u n d o

t h e  f r o n t  o r  l a k e s i d e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h

C o t t a g e " .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i

bu i l t  a  sma1 l  whar f  and  a  p i c tu re  o

shows  h im  s tand ing  on  the  sho re  nea r

C u b  C o t t a g e .

A l though  the  B r ighan  a r t i c l e  co

s e e m s ,  i n  v i e w  o f  h i s  o w n  p o s i t i o n  a

a n d  h i s  o b v i o u s l y  c l o s e  p e r s o n a l  r e 1

e l y  o n  a n  a r t i c l e

p t  o f  S e p t .  9 ,  1 9 2 5

t  Beaver  Is land"

t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ;  a

e d  M a y  1 2 ,  1 9 2 8 ;  s o m e
am and the meager

g i s t r y  o f  D e e d s  a n d ,
y  o f  K i n g d o n r s  W i l 1 .

4 I  i n  M o u n t  H o l l y ,

5 0  a n d  i n  h i s  e a r l y

l o c a l ,  u n s u c c e s s -

e  t o  B o s t o n  t o  s t u d y

i n g  h i s  e x p e n s e s  b y

t  and  the  Nor fo l k

o n  f o r c e s  i n  1 8 6 4  a n d

t t i n g  t y p e  i n  B o s t o n .

8 6 8  b u t  s p e n t  m o s t  o f

a t  one  t ime  o r  ano the r

a t i c  e d i t o r  o f  t h e

w a s  n a n a g i n g  e d i t o r .  I n

v e n i n g  T r a n s c r i p t  a n d

d e a t h  i n  1 9 0 2 .

h  1 2 ,  1 8 8 7  f r o m  L e v i

e  w a s  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0  o f

m o r t g a g e  n o t e  f o r

h s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  a t  S % .

ge  was  reco rded  as

n  fo r  h imse l f  on  the

s  o r i g i n a l  c a b i n  i s

now known as "Cub
i s l a n d .  H e  a l s o

cove  i n  1902  p robab ly

e  p r e s e n t  s t e p s  a r e  t o

v e r a l  e r r o r s  a s  t o  f a c t s ,  i t
i n g  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  T r a n s c r i p t

w i t h  K i n g d o n ,  t h a t  w e

s t s  l a r

Trar[scr

n t s  G r e

i t o r  o
wers  da

r .  B r i g
County

a i n  a  c
e r  V ,  1

i o i n l

1  i  s h e r

e a n d c

w h i l e  p

T r a n s c r i

n t h e U

w h i l e  s

Bar  i n

He  work

was dr

e r l a i n

B o s  t o n

u n t i l  h i

d  on Mar

h a s e  p r i

d  gave  a

s i x  mon

h e  m b r t g

1 t  a  c a b

b ted l . y  h

bu i  ld  in
g oTI th

K ingdon

where t

t a i n s  s

a 4ana

t  i o 4 s h i
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n  o f  t he

at  e [nerg

l o v e d  B

food  bu

o be unn

bounded

e n t i o n

i s  S e a t

a 1 i f o r n

u r ihg  h

i s  a l l

c  a t  [ .  ons

v i s i t s

e t t e r  o

faf  f r

is  [ -and

t i o n s ,

t h e  d i s

c a n  a c c e p t  h i s  d e s c r i p t i

a c c u r a t e .  T h e  p i c t u r e  t

o l d ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l i s t  w h

p e r s o n  w h o  w o u l d  f i s h  f o

pe rm i t  any  l i v i ng  th ing

huge  wa te r  sp ide rs  tha t

c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o

w i f e ;  b u t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f

e s t r a n g e d  w i f e  l i v i n g  i n

b e  p a i d  $ 4 4 0 . 0 0  a n n u a l l y

i n  l i eu  o f  dower  and  wh i

t o . "  H e r e  h e  s p e n t  h i s

p a r t  e x c e p t  f o r  o c c a s i o n

v i s i t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e

P o w e r s  ( M a y  1 2 ,  1 9 2 8 )  ,  w e

K i n g d o n ' s  l o v e  o f  t

i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  h i s  i n s t r

h i s  d e a t h  t o  B r i g h a m ,  f o r

B r i g h a m  a r t i c l  e  s t a t e s :

S e l e c t

I  a r r i v e d  a t  G r e a t  B

c i r cumnav iga t i ng  the

f rom K ingdon .  The  n

p e r h a p s  a  c o u p l e  o f

s t e p p i n g  u p  t o  i t s  f

i m m e n s e l y  p l e a s e d  t o

1 i t t l e  e f f o r t  i t  c o u

d i r e c t  i o n s  .

"Have  me  c remat

Have  no  c le rgyman ,  b

o f  b e e r ,  a n d  a  q u a r t

s o n g  f r o m  ' G i r o f l e - G

and  Mr .  K ingdon  was

t a k e  o u t  t h i s  s l a b ,

t h e  c o p p e r  c a s e ,  p 1 a

th ing  up  w i th  cemen t

" P a t r o n  S a i n t  o f  B e a v e r  f s l a n d "  a s

s  i s  t h a t  o f  a  l o n e l y  m a n ,  4 6  y e a r s

a v e r  g r e a t l y .  H e  w a s  a  s e n s i t i v e

no t  f o r  spo r t  and  who  wou ld  no t

c c e s s a r i l y  k i 1 l e d - - e v e n  t h e

n  h i s  b o a t  h o u s e .  H e  h a d  n o

n  t h e  B r i g h a n  a r t i c l e  o f  a

,  t he re  was  an  apparen t l y

a .  H i s  W i l l  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  s h e

r  l i f e r " w h i c h  s h e  h a s  a c c e p t e d

t h a t  s h e  i s  j u s t l y  e n t i t l e d

a p p a r e n t l y  a l o n e  f o r  t h e  m o s t

f rom the  Newspaper  C lub .  These

W i l l i a m  B r i g h a r n  t o  L e l a n d

d r y  o c c a s i o n s .

a n d  h i s  l o n e l i n e s s  a r e  w e l l

i ven  on l y  a  few  non ths  be fo re

o s a l  o f  h i s  r e m a i n s .  T h e

wn Se u l c h r e

a n d  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  a f t e r  i g n o r a n t l y
y i n g  t o  w i n  a n  a n s w e r i n g  h a i l
n g  h e  l e d  m e  t o  a  s l o p i n g  r o c k

a rds  eas t  o f  t he  camp;  and

i c a t e d  a  l o o s e  s l a b ,  a n d  w a s

t  w i t h  p r o p e r  t o o l s  a n d  a

v e d .  T h e n  h e  i s s u e d  h i s

i d ,  " a n d  b r i n g  t h e  a s h e s  h e r e .
l o n g  a  b o x  o f  c i g a r s ,  a  c a s e

the  qua r te t  s i ng  the  d r i nk ing

d  D o w n  D e e p  W i t h i n  t h e  C e l l a r ' - -

d r i n k i n g  m a n ,  e i t h e r .  " T h e n
ace  l a rge  enough  to  rece i ve

e  i n s i d e  a n d  s e a l  t h e  w h o l e

t  a w a y  t h e  t r e e s  i n  f r o n t " - -

a v e f  I s

p 1 a 0 e  t

x t  n o r n

und ted

ce l le  i

f i nd  th

d b e r

d " ,  h e  s

t  b t i n g

t .  H a v e

r o f  l l a t  a

o t  a  h a r

r i l l  a  s

e  the  ca

Then c
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t h e y  w e r e  o n l y  s a p l i n g s - - " s o  t

h a v e  a  v i s t a  o f  t h e  l a k e .  A n d

he  sea ted  h inse l f  a top  the  roc

b e  h e r e  w i t h  l o u ,  B i l l y ,  I ' 1 1
t tHow abou t  an  i nsc r i p t i on

wan t ,  and  where  sha l1  we  pu t  t

" T h a t t s  t h e  s e c o n d  d e t a i l

w e ' 1 1  a t t e n d  t o  t h a t .  F o l l o w

B y  m e a n s  o f  b i t s  o f  c l o t h

s t r a i g h t  t r a i l  a c r o s s  t h e  i s l a

a n d  w e  c a m e  o u t  d i r e c t l y  i n  s i

l i f t e d  i t s e l f  f r o m  t h e  w a t e r  s

s h o r e .  I t  w a s  r e c t a n g u l a r  a t

b e v e l e d  o f f  t o  a  p o i n t ,  a n d  t h

the  channe l  was  sheer  and  smoo

monunen t  f o r  one  who  loved  he r

" C a r v e  o n  i t  t h e  w o r k  t K i

n o  d a t e ,  [ o  m o r e  o f  t h e  n a m e ,

M r .  K i n d o n r s  D e a t

A  w e e k  o r  t w o  l a t e r  I  r e s

s t a f f  t o  e n t e r  p r i v a t e  e m p l o y .

to  b id  ne  goodby  was  San  K ingd

h i , s  e y e s .  0 n  S u n d a y ,  O c t .  1 9 ,
down  a t  ho rne  fo r  a  b r i e f  res t

l i k e  a  b l o w :  " W h a t  i f  S a m  K i n

bu t  me  know ing  how o r  where  to

t h i s  v i o l e n t  n e n t a l  i m p a c t  I  d o

B o s t o n  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  I  l e a r

h e a r t  d i s e a s e  a t  h i s  h o r n e  i n  C a

b e f o r e ,  e x a c t l y  t h e  h o u r  o f  m y

I t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  h i s

B o s t o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  M r .  K i

F o r e s t  H i 1 1 s  a n d  t h e  a s h e s  w e r e
May ,  Jay  B .  Ben ton ,  l a te  c : - t y  e
W .  F o r d ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e l e g r a p h

n e p h e w ;  J o h n  R i t c h i e  ,  J r .  ,  t w o

always look out and

r g e t " ,  h e  c r i e d ,  3 s

l e d  h i s  c a p ,  " I ' 1 1

red .  ' rWha t  do  you

d  K ingdon .  "Now

e e s  h e  h a d  b l a z e d  a

s o u t h e a s t e r n  e x t r e m i t y ,

a r g e  b o u l d e r  w h i c h

f i f t e e n  f e e t  f r o m

bu t  t he  top  was

ing outward toward

e  h a d  d e s i g n e d  t h i s

a s  t h e  o r d e r .  " N o ,
s e .  r l

a L

the  T ransc r ip t

man  in  the  o f f i ce

a r s  s t a r t i n g  f r o m

er  d inne r ,  I  Lay

hough t  s t ruck  me

d  d i e ,  a n d  n o  o n e

h i s  w i s h e s .  r r  W h y

.  On  reach ing

K ingdon  had  d ied  o f

t  1 : 3 0  t h e  d a y

o n - - i f  i t  w a s  t h a t .

o c i a t e s ' t o  l e a v e

ody  was  c remated  a t

.  The  fo l l ow ing

t h e  T r a n s c r i p t ;  F r e d

b e r t  B .  A n d e r s o n ,  a

t h e  w r i t e r  w e n t  t o

o th ips  e

and Bur
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G r e a t  B e a v e r  I s l a n d

a l t h o u g h  w i t h  t w o  o

K ingdon  mus t  have  r

1 o c a 1  m a s o n ,  f r o m  a

f a c e  o f  t h e  c h o s e n

f o r g o t t e n .

The  t rans fe r  o f  t he

to  the  nex t  owner  was  no

invo l ved  a  ra the r  comp l i

J u l y  1 1 ,  1 8 9 3 ,  ( a  c o p y  i

B e l k n a p  C o u n t y )  l e f t  t h e

R o b e r t ,  M a l c o l n ,  S u s a n ,

tha t  Leo ra  M.  K ingdon  wh

t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  R o b e r t  A

p r e s u m a b l y ,  w a s  t o  c l e a r

i n  h i s  W i l l  s a i d  t h a t  s h

d o w e r  r i g h t s .  R o b e r t  A n

s i s t e r s  S u s a n  a n d  E m i 1 y ,

i n  t h e  i s l a n d  t o  H a r r y  C

1 9 0 4 .  H e  m a d e  a n  a g r e e m

i n t e r e s t  a t  a  l a t e r  u n s p

t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  p a s s i n g

d id  deed  the  r ' ema in ing  o

R o s w e l l  B .  L a w r e n c e ,  a  B

1 3 ,  1 9 1 3  t o  M r .  C .  W .  H i

been  a t  t he  Harva rd  Law

" v e r y  p u n c t i l i o u s  a b o u t

i s l a n d  u n t i l  t h e  t w o  y e a

K i n g d o n '  s  e s t a t e .  T h a t

m a y  b e  t h a t  t h e  h e i r s  f e

w i f e .

T h i s  p o i n t  i s  o f  i m

d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  d a t e  t h a t

m e n t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  T h e

" t h e  r a i l r o a d  b u i l d e r ,  o f

e l d e r l y  m a n ,  o f  g r e a t  e x p

k i n d s .  .  . ' t

a s h e s  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  r o c k ,

f rom the  ce remony ,  wh ich  Mr .
d e e p l y  i f  h e  w e r e  " t h e r e " .  A

,  cu t  t he  name in to  the  smoo th

T h i s  i s  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  h a s  b e e n

rom the  Es ta te  o f  Samue l  K ingdon

e d  u n t i l  J u n e  2 ,  1 9 0 5 ,  a n d

e s s .  H i s  W i l l  w h i c h  w a s  d a t e d

w i t h  t h e  P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s  o f

h i s  n e p h e w s  a n d  n i e c e s :

Anderson .  The  reco rd  shows

w idow o f  Samue l  K ingdon  deeded

D e c e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 0 3 .  T h i s ,

the  p rope r t y  even  though  K ingdon

p t e d  a  b e q u e s t  i n  l i e u  o f  h e r

t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  M a l c o l m  a n d  h i s

i n d i v i d u a l  o n e - h a 1 f  i n t e r e s t

o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 ,

t  h i m  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  o n e - h a 1 f

t e  f o r  $ S S O . O O  t o  b e  p a i d  a t

d  o n  A p r i l  I ,  1 9 0 4 .  t l e  f  i n a l l y

t e r e s t  o n  J u n e  2 ,  1 9 0 5 .  M r .

r n e y ,  i n  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  N o v .

ted  tha t  Rober t  Anderson  had

e  s a m e  l e t t e r  s a i d  h e  w a s

s s  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  s e 1 l  t h e  w h o l e

a f t e r  t h e  p r o b a t e  o f  M r .

h y  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  d e e d s . "  I t

d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  t h e  e s t r a n g e d

n l y  i n  t h a t  i t  h a s  a  b e a r i n g  o n
F r a n c i s  b e g a n  a  n a j o r  d e v e l o p -

r t i c l e  s p e a k s  o f  F r a n c i s  a s
p h i a .  M r .  F r a n c i s  w a s  a n
n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k  o f  a l l
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The  deed  fo r  t he  second  ha l f

t he  K ingdon  he i r s  t o  Har ry  C .  F ran

b e a r s  t h e  d a t e  o f  J u n e  Z ,  1 9 0 5 .  A c

loca l  man  who  has  l ong  been  in te res

F r a n c i s  b e g a n  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e  c o n s t

l o d g e  w i t h  i t s  t r e m e n d o u s  f i r e p l a c e

s t a t e s  t h a t  G e o r g e  M e r r i l l  o f  M e r e d
the  ch imney  and  f i r ep lace  were  pu t

H i 1 1 .

F r a n c i s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f
1 9 1 3 ,  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  d e v e l o p e r

t h i s  r e s t s  o n  ( 1 )  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n

a  c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  n i n e ,  w h o  r e m e m b e
w o r k  d o n e  w h e n  h e  w a s  a  b o y ,  ( Z )  a
su rvey  map  tha t  i s  no t  da ted  bu t  na
m a d e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  o w n e
t h e  r e c o n s t . r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a i n  l o d g
1 9 1 4  w h i c h  s h o w s  m u c h  o f  t h e  o r i g i n

M y  n o t e s  o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i

A u g u s t  1 8 ,  1 9 6 4  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

" F r a n c i s  C h a m b e r l a i n t s  f a t h e r

Even ing  T ransc r ip t  and  was  a  f r i end

t h e  T r a n s c r i p t .  H e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e

c e r e m o n y  i n  1 9 0 3  o f  i n t e r r i n g  K i n g d

r e a r  o f  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h
B r i g h a m  a r t i c l e .  H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  p r

t h e  ' r A d v e r t i s e r "  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e

" H i s  f a t h e r  a l s o  e i t h e r  o w n e d

a  p l a c e  o n  t h e  m a i n l a n d  n o r t h w e s t  o
w h o  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 8 9 4 ,  s p e n d  a  g o o d

as  a  boy .  The  then  owner ,  Mr .  F ran

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  g o i n g  o n

"Chamber la in  says  tha t  K ingdon

p o i n t  w h i c h  i s  a  p o r t i o n  o f  w h a t  i s
( T h e  B r i g h a m  a r t i c l e  d e s c r i b e s  i t  a

A c c o r d i n g  t o  C h a m b e r l a i n  a  k i t c h e n

n the  proper ty  f rom

tzabeth  H.  Franc is

o  l { r .  J e s s e  A 1 1 e n ,  a
r e d i t h  h i s t o r y ,  M r .

f  t h e  o r i g i n a i  n a i n
n e y .  M r .  A 1 1 e n
he bu i lder  and tha t
r .  S i b l e y  f r o m  R e d

s h i p  f r o m  1 9 0 5  t o
1 a n d .  E v i d e n c e  o f
F r a n c i s  C .  C h a n b e r l a i n ,

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n

topograph ica l

ed  to  have  been

( 3 )  d e t a i l  p l a n s  f o r

n c e  W .  H i l l y e r  i n

c t i o n .

by  Chanber la in  on

t e d  w i t h  t h e  B o s t o n

n  w h o  w a s  a l s o  o n

r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e

i n  t h e  l e d g e  a t  t h e

s o  s t a t e d  i n  t h e

Edgar  Chamber la in  o f

r t i c l e .  "
i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s

n d .  F r a n c i s  C h a r n b e r l a i n ,

m e  o n  t h e  i s l a n d

r iend ly  to  h i rn  and

t h e  b o y .  "
ma l l  co t tage  on  the

a s  C u b  C o t t a g e .

o n e - r o o m  c a b i n .  ' )

somewha t  back  o f  t he

t e r
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"Dur ing  the  ea r l y  pa

o f  t e n t s  a l o n g  t h e  r i d g e

houses  and  the  rna in  house

h o u s e  a r o u n d  i t . "

The  b lue  p r i n t  su rve

r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  i t  s h o w s

a s  a  b u i l d i n g  b y  i t s e l f  a

" D i n i n g  R o o m f  ' .  A b o u t  Z 0

p l a t f o r m ,  w a s  a  b u i l d i n g

p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a t  a  l a t e r

a c q u i r e d  b y  H i l l y e r  i n  1 9

j  o i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  f r o n t  r o

t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n  c h i

a d d i t i o n  t h a t  L e l a n d  P o w e

w h e r e  i t  h a d  s e r v e d  a s  h i

T h e  b l u e  p r i n t  s h o w s

i t ,  d i d  n o t  e x t e n d  b e y o n d

The  game room a rea  was  th

w e r e  n o  b e d r o o m s  o v e r  t h e

w e r e  b e d r o o m s  o n  t h e  s e c o

d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  r

t h e  b l u e  p r i n t  a s  t h e  " R e
i n d i c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  h o u s e

F r a n c i s  a l s o  b u i l t  t

nc is '  ownersh ip  there  was a  row

s be tween what  i s  now the  boat

s  a lso  bu i l t  the  ch imney and a

L y  s u p p o r t s  C h a m b e r l a i n r  s

room o f  what  i s  now Cub Cot tage

t e d  o n  t h e  b l u e  p r i n t  a s

d  i t ,  j o i n e d  b y  a  l 0  f o o t

x  L 4 t  m a r k e d  " K i t c h e n " .  I t  i s

aps  a f te r  t he  p rope r t y  was

i t chen  bu i l d ing  was  moved  to

br ick  ch imney may have been

back  bed room was  a  l a te r

e d  f r o m  B r o o k l i n e ,  M a s s . ,
' s  p l a y  h o u s e .

m a i n  h o u s e ,  3 s  F r a n c i s  b u i l t

ow  the  rea r  o f  t he  game room.

and  d in ing  room and  the re

i d e  p o r c h e s .  P r o b a b l y  t h e r e

b o v e  t h e  g a m e  r o o m .  I t  i s

e r  i n  t h e  h o u s e  ( d e s c r i b e d  o n

c k " )  a s  o u t h o u s e s  s e e m  t o  b e

b o a t  h o u s e  a r e a .

u s e s  a s  t h e y  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t .

ch "  appears  to  have  been

t  l o c a t i o n  a n d  a  l a r g e  i c e  a n d

a r e a ,  b a c k  o f  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h

y  P a t c h "  c o t t a g e .  T h e r e  w e r e

u b  C o t t a g e ,  o n e  a t  a b o u t  t h e

d  t w o  s l i g h t l y  b e h i n d  t h e  p a t h

g e .  T h e  w e l l  b e h i n d  C u b

p  a n d  n o w  s o m e  6 0  y e a r s  l a t e r ,

e  summer  and  neve r  f reezes  i n

h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  n u c h  o f  t h e

ndous  ch inney  i n  t he  ma in

The  co t tage  now known  as  I

re rnode led  f rom a  s to re  ho

t o o l  h o u s e  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n

p a t h ,  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p r e

two  ten ts  nea r  t he  sho re

p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  o f  M o u s e

f r o m  t h e  b o a t  h o u s e  t o  t h

Co t tage  was  dug  du r ing  h i

i t  s u p p l i e s  c o o l ,  c l e a r  w t e r

t h e  w i n t e r .

M r .  F r a n c i s  i s  w i t h o

s t o n e w o r k  o n  t h e  i s l a n d .

l o d g e  w a s  d e c r i b e d  b y  B r i
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. . . H e  s p e n t  t h o u s a n d s  o f
a c c e n t u a t i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  a t t r

r o c k  e f f e c t s .  H e  b l a z e d  a  p a

d i s t a n c e  o f  t w o  n i 1 e s ,  m o r e  o

fo r  the  canp wh ich  in  po in t  o
is  w i thout  r i va l  in  the  Lake
s q u a r e  a t  t h e  b a s e ,  t a p e r i n g

s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  " c a m p r ' ;
i s l ands  were  sea rched  fo r  s to

m a n y  i f  n o t  m o s t  o f  t h e  p i e c e s

taken  f rom the  bo t tom o f  t he  1

T h e  s t o n e s  s t i c k  o u t  i n d i

p o s s i b l e  m a n n e r ,  w i t h  t h e  i d e a

o f  e a c h  t o  t h e  e y e .  H e r e  i s  a

D a n e  w i t h  a  c o l l a r ,  n e x t  t h e

p i e c e  o f  g r a n i t e  f l e c k e d  t h r o u

quar t z ,  a  round  s tone  l i ke  a  g

n a t u r a l  r e c e p t a c l e  f o r  i t ;  a  t

g ian t  f o rce  had  reached  benea t

p l a s t i c  o o z e  t o  i t s  h a n d ;  g n a r

r e p r o d u c t i o n s ,  s h a p e s  s u g g e s t i

f a m i l i a r  a r t i c l e s ,  l i k e  t h e  p 1

o f  a  b i r c l .  M r .  F r a n c i s  p e r s o n

p a r t  o f  t h e  c o v e  g r e a t  p i e c e s

cove red  w i th  impor ted  wh i te  sa

sa fe  fo r  t he  many  ch i l d ren  who

l e a r n  t o  s w i m  n o t  l o n g  a f t e r  t

pa th  f rom the  "camp"  to  the  bo

r o c k  m a s s e s - - - T o  M r .  F r a n c i s ,

t he  c red i t  f o r  t he  o rna rnen ta l

t h e  p 1 a c e .

nd yoars  o f  e f fo r t  in

t h e  c o v e  w i t h  a r t i s t i c

round the  is land,  a

d  he  bu i l t  a  ch i rnney

es ign  and  execu t i on

t  i s  abou t  t en  fee t

ward through two

on ly  Beave r  and  o the r

e n t r i c  f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t

the  cons t ruc t i on  were

in  the  roughes t

n t i n g  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t y

h e a d ,  t h e r e  a  G r e a t

d u c k ,  b i l l  a n d  a l l ;  a

e i n s  o f  g l i s t e n i n g

l y i n g  l o o s e l y  i n  a

t  shapes  as  i f  some

rs  and  mou lded  a

n s  l i k e  f o s s i l e

f o r m s  o f  l i f e  a n d

fa rmer  o r  t he  head

ted  i n  remov ing  f rom

nd  the  bo t ton  was

a  m in ia tu re  beach

in  the  wa te rs ,  and

earned  to  wa lk .  The

s  edged  w i th  g rea t

e a k i n g ,  g o e s  m u c h  o f

i ve  rock  work  abou t

pronontory  in  f ron t

t e r i a l l y  f r o n  t h e

o r  e i g h t  y e a r s ,

o n  N o v .  1 4 ,  1 9 1 3 .
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L i t t l e  i s  known  abou t  Mr

a r t i c l e  m e r e l y  a s  " a  m a n

L e l a n d  P o w e r s ,  a  B o s t o n

two  fo rmer  Dar tmou th  c1a

somewha t  e lde r l y  man  who

w o m a n ,  r e p u t e d l y  a  Z i e g f

y e a r s  a n d  h e  l e f t  t h e  i s

Powers  sa id  tha t  when  th

e x a c t l y  a s  H i l l y e r  h a d  I

h a n g i n g  i n  t h e  c l o s e t s .

M r .  H i l l y e r  r e b u i l t

d e g r e e .  T h e  a r c h i t e c t  w a

Y o r k ,  N . Y .  a n d  a  r a t h e r  c

t h e  f r o n t  w i n d o w  s e a t  o f

c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h

a d d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i n i n g

t h e  t w o  " e 1 s "  w i t h  t h e  L a

t h e  t h r e e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  b a

d o i n g  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  c h e s

a r o u n d  t h e  b e l v e d e r e ,  i n s

h e a v y  t i l e  r o o f  w h i c h  l a s

t o  r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  c o m p o s

s t r u c t u r a l  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e

r o o f  a n d  w i n t e r  s n o w s .  W
p l u n b i n g  a n d  c o m p l e t e  e 1 e
i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  h e  i n s t a

f rom the  rna in land .

T h e  B r i g h a m  a r t i c l e

b e c a m e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h

workmen  to  the  i s l and  f ro

p r o p e r t y  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  b y

a t  t ha t  t ime  had  fa r  g rea

c u r r e n t  d o 1 1 a r .

T h e  d a t e  o f  M r s .  H i 1

w a s  s o l d  b y  C l a r e n c e  W .  H

A l b e r t  A .  M e r r i l l  o f  H a m i

s t a t e s  t h a t  s h e  b e c a m e  i 1

f o r n i a "  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h

h o u s e  t o  a  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e

N e i l  S m i t h ,  1 0 1  P a r k  A v e . ,  N e w

e t  o f  b l u e  p r i n t s  a r e  s t i l 1  i n

.  T h i s  r e b u i l d i n g  i n c l u d e c

s e  t o  t h e  b i l l i a r d  r o o m ,

n t r i e s  a n d  k i t c h e n ,  b u i l d i n g

d  f l o o r  b e d r o o n s ,  i n s t a l l i n g

a n d  t h e  t w o  f i r s t  f l o o r  t o i l e t s ,

1 1 i n g ,  b u i l d i n g  t h e  w a 1 1 s

h e  f o u n t a i n ,  a n d  i n s t a l l i n g  t h e
y e a r s  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y

s h i g l e s  i n  1 9 6 3 .  T h e  v e r y  h e a v y
c w s  d e s i g n e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t i l e
h e i s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  e l a b o r a t e

w h o  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  B r i g h a n

a n d  a r t i s t i c  i n s t i n c t s ' r .

o  l a t e r  o w n e d  t h e  i s l a n d  w i t h

o l d  m e  t h a t  M r .  H i l l y e r  w a s  a
ed  a  ve ry  beau t i f u l  young

s  g i r l .  S h e  d i e d  w i t h i n  a  f e w

ia teLy  and  neve r  re tu rned .

a s  s o l d  i n  1 9 1 9  t h e  h o u s e  w a s

h i s  w i f e ' s  c l o t h e s  w e r e  s t i l 1

l r i ng  th roughou t  t he  house  i t
r i g i n a l  c a b l e  t o  b r i n g  p o w e r

t  i n  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  H i l l y e r

l a b o r  a n d  b r o u g h t  f i f t e e n

.  T h e  t o t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e

t  o v e r  $  2 0 0 ,  0 0 0  .  0 0  a n d  d o l i a r s

s i n g  p o w e r  t h a n  d o e s  t h e

th  i s  unknown  bu t  t he  p rope r t y

o w e r )  o n  S e p t .  2 7 ,  1 9 1 9  t o

.  S i n c e  t h e  B r i g h a m  a r t i c l e

s l a n d  " a n d  l a t e r  d i e d  i n  C a l i -

l y e r s  o c c u p i e d  i t  f o r  o n l y  a
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s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  r e b u i l d i n g .  T h e
t h a t  i t  w a s  s o l d  t o  M e r r i l l  f o r  $ Z
l a r g e  i n v e s t m e n t .

L i t t l e  i s  k n o w n  o f  M r .  M e r r i l

menber  o f  t he  f i rm  H i l l a rd  and  Mer

t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  a  f e w  y e a r s  a n d  s o l
C l u t e  o f  B r o o k l i n e ,  M a s s .  a n d  L e l a

$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  t a k i n g  b a c k  a  m o r t g a g e

i n  1 9 2 7 .  T h e r e  i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t

c h a . n g e s  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  I  w a s  t o 1
a  M e r e d i t h  r e a l t o r ,  t h a t  M e r r i l l  b o
i n v e s t n e n t .

The  pu rchase  o f  t he  i s l and  by

un ique  pe r iod  o f  " communa l f '  l i v i ng

Howard  M.  C lu te  was  a  we l l  known  Bo

the  Lahey  C l i n i c .  Le land  Powers  wa
and  Ha l l  wh ich  had  been  founded  by
a  no ted  a t to rney  and  a  member  o f  Co
i s  g i v e n  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  h a v i n g  l e g i
t h e  f i r s t  w a t e r  m a i l  r o u t e  i n  t h e

a c c o m p l i s h e d  i . n  1 9 0 3 ,  l o n g  b e f o r e  L

i s l a n d .  T h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  m a i l  b o

L 9 2 6 .  C l u t e  a n d  P o w e r s  h a d  b e e n  a t

1 9 1 0  a n d  C l u t e  i n  1 9 1 1 - - a n d ,  t h e r e f

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  w h i c

a s  a  s u m m e r  r e s i d e n c e .  W i t h i n  a  y e

s o l d  a  o n e - t h i r d  i n t e r e s t  t o  a n o t h e

m a t e ,  1 9 1 0 ,  B e n  A m e s  W i 1 l i a m s .

Ben  Ames  Wi l l i ams  had  become a

p r i m a r i l y  n o v e l s  b a s e d  i n  t h e  i m a g i
o f  " F r a t e r n i t y t '  w h i c h  w e r e  s e r i a l i z
P o s t .  W i l l i a m s  b u i l t  a  s t u d i o  o n  t
i s l a n d - - n o w  L o t  I I I - - i n  w h i c h  h e  w

excep t  Sa tu rdays  and  Sundays .  When

i s l a n d ,  t h e  W i l l i a n s  s t u d i o  w a s  m o v

s m a 1 1  w o o d e n  b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  a d j a c

d o c k i n g  a r e a .

the  deed  ind i ca te

e s p i t e  H i l l y e r  I  s

n tha t  he  was a

i 1 t o n .  H e  o c c u p i e d '
9 ,  1924  to  Howard  l { .

o f  Newton ,  l r {ass  .  f  o r

0 . 0 0  t h a t  w a s  d i s c h a r g e d

i11  nade  any  subs tan t i a l

y  W .  D .  B i d d i s c o m b e ,

s  a  s p e c u l a t i v e

Powers  ushe red  i n  a

e d  f o r  t w e l v e  y e a r s .

o n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h

i o r  p a r t n e r  o f  P o w e r s

,  who  a l so  had  been

o  l ' l r .  Powers  ,  S r .  ,
s s e d  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d

e s ;  b u t  t h i s  w a s

rs  acqu i red  the

e r  I s l a n d  b e g a n  i n

t o g e t h e r -  - P o w e r s  i n

a b o u t  3 5  y e a r s  o l d

e n d e d  t o  u s e  j o i n t l y

h e i r  p u r c h a s e ,  t h e y

n d  D a r t m o u t h  c l a s s -

u t h o r  w r i t i n g

anpsh i re  conmuni ty

Saturday  Even ing

n  p o i n t  o f  t h e

ur  hours  da i l y
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T h e  C l u t e - P o w e r s - W i

ch i l d ren  spen t  many  happ

w i v e s  a c t i n g  a s  c h i e f  h o

w a s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  a n  i n d

R e g i s t r y  o f  D e e d s  w h i c h

1 .  I t  w a s  b i n d i n g

o r  became so  i n  t he  fu tu

2 .  T e r m i n a t i o n  b y

t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  a l s o  a

c o - t e n a n t s ,  t h e i r  w i v e s

3 .  E a c h  t e n a n t  c o u

m a j o r i t y  r u 1 e s ,  a n d  w o u l

4 .  N o  t e n a n t  c o u l d

s h a r e  e x c e p t  t o  w i f e ,  h u

unan imous  consen t  o f  t he

h i s  e n t i r e  s h a r e ,  i t  m u s

v a l u e t ' .

L e l a n d  P o w e r s  l a t e r

t o g e t h e r  i n  p e r f e c t  h a r

i n t e r - f a n i l y  f r i c t i o n s  d

t h e  p r o j e c t .  D r .  C l u t e

i s l a n d  o n  t h e  r n a i n l a n d  a

L e l a n d  P o w e r s  b u i l t  t h e

o p e n i n g  b e t w e e n  P i n e  I s 1

W i l l i a m s  m o v e d  t o  F r e e d o

I n  O c t o b e r ,  L 9 3 4 ,  t

w i t h  I r a  M .  H a n e l b u r g ,  M

and  in  Novenber  o f  t ha t

C l u t e - P o w e r s - W i l l i a r n s  t o

t h e  g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  d e p r e

t h e  s e l l i n g  p r i c e  w a s  $ f
p u r c h a s e d  t e n  y e a r s  e a r l i

t h a t  d e e d  s t a n p s  a r e  b a s
p u r c h a s e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  p r

b e e n  h i g h e r .  T h i s  c o m m e

2 -

iumv i ra te ,  w i th  the i r  w i ves  and

on  the  i s l and  w i th  one  o f  t he

each  yea r .  The  1ega l  ownersh ip

co rded  i n  the  Be lknap  Coun ty

r s o n s  w h o  w e r e  c o - t e n a n t s  t h e n
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a l l  c o - t e n a n t s  o r  s a l e  o f

o f  t h e  l a s t  s u r v i v o r  o f  t h e

n .

p r o p e r t y  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  u n d e r

p e n s e s  e q u a l l y .

i v e  a  f r a c t i o n  o r  h i s  e n t i r e

l i n e a l  d e s c e n d e n t  w i t h o u t

n d  i f  a  t e n a n t  d e s i r e d  t o  s e l 1

o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  a t  " b o o k

h a t  t h e  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  l i r r e d

n y  y e a r s ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  s m a 1 1

n d  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  l i q u i d a t e

h o u s e  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  t h e

t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r k i n g  1 o t .

h e  m a i n l a n d  a t  t h e  n a r r o w

r e d i t h  N e c k  w h i l e  B e n  A m e s

e a r  t h e  M a i n e  b o r d e r .

I s l a n d  T r u s t "  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d

n  and  Herman  A .  I t l i n t z  as  t rus tees

sh ip  was  t rans fe r red  f rom

r  I s l a n d  T r u s t .  R e c o v e r y  f r o n

o n l y  b e g i n n i n g  a t  t h a t  t i n e  a n d

6 , 0 0 0  l e s s  t h a n  w h e n  i t  w a s

hou ld  be  remembered  ,  however ,

r e a l  e s t a t e  o n l y  a n d  t h e  t o t a l

l ud ing  fu rn i sh ings  nay  have

t o  n a n y  o f  t h e  v a l u e s  i n  t h i s

m p s .
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In  1944,  the  proper ty  was pu

$ S S , 0 0 0  b y  J o h n  S h e p a r d ,  I I I ,  w h o

Network  and the  Shepard  s to res  in
S h e p a r d  d i d  l i t t 1 e  t o  c h a n g e  t h e

thorough ly  renovated  then a t  a  co

M r .  S h e p a r d t s  d e a t h ,  o f  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .
o w n e d  i t ,  h e  r e b u i l t  t h e  w h a r f ,  r

f l oo rs  l a id  th roughou t  t he  ma in  1

h a d  a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  s c r e e n e d ,  a

a t  a  r e p o r t e d  c o s t  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0 .  I n

i s l a n d  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  l o a n  w i

b u i l t  a n d  p l a n t e d  v i r t u a l l y  a l - l  t h

a l l  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  M r .  S h e p a r d

f r o m  E u r o p e  i n  1 9 4 9  o r  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 .

F o r  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1

w i f e ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  h a d  s p e n t  t h e i r  v

C l u b ' s  T h r e e  M i l e  I s l a n d  c a m p .  T h

t o  s u c h  a n  e x t e n t .  t h a t ,  f o r  s e v e r a

p r o p e r t i e s  o n  t h e  l d k e  f o r  p o s s i b l

p a r t n e r  o f  J .  H .  W h i t n e y  a n d  C o m p a

proper t y  i n  t he  Winn ipesaukee  a rea

t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  e x c e l l e n t  n o n - s t o p

N e w  Y o r k ,  3 S  w e l l  a s  a  P u l l m a n  s 1 e

Concord  and  New York .

O n  L a b o r  D a y ,  1 9 5 0 ,  S h e p  B r o w

a t  L o v e j o y  S a n d s  s a i d  t h a t  h e  b e l i

w i l l i n g  t o  s e l 1  B e a v e r  I s l a n d  a n d

S t a n d i s h  i m m e d i a t e l y  v i s i t e d  h e r  a

o b t a i n e d  a  3 0 - d a y  o p t i o n  t o  p u r c h a

t h e  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y ,  e x c l u s i v e  o

$ 5 3 r 5 0 0 .  H e  t h e n  s o u g h t  i n f o r m e d

t h e  a r e a ;  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  r e a l t o r

t h a t  t h e  o p t i o n  p r i c e  w a s  w i t h i n  r

New Hampsh i re  Sav ings  Bank  and  the

t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  i t  w a s  s u b s t a n t i a

T h e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  a s s e s s e d  b y  t h e  T

M r .  S h e p a r d  h a d  b e l i e v e d  t h i s  t o  b

a  r e d u c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  h i s  d e a t h .

om the  Hane lburgs  fo r

dent  o f  the  Yankee

P r o v i d e n c e .  J o h n

s t ruc tu ra l l y ;  bu t  he
by Mrs.  Shepard af ter

e  s i x  y e a r s  t h a t  h e

h e  c a b i n s ,  h a d  n e w

a c e d  a l l  t h e  w i n d o w s ,

ed  the  gane  room ba r

he  had  ba rged  to  the

the  sou th  l awn  was

H e  a l s o  r e f u r n i s h e d

a r d  s h i p  w h i l e  r e t u r n i n g

ander  S tand ish  and  h i s

a t  Appa lach ian  Moun ta in

wn  to  l ove  the  a rea

they  had  l ooked  a t

e .  S t a n d i s h  w a s  a

York ,  bu t  own ing

e a s i b l e  s i n c e  a t  t h a t

e  be tween  Lacon ia  and

e v e r y  n i g h t  b e t w e e n

a t e d  t h e  b o a t  b a s i n

S h e p a r d r s  w i d o w  w a s

n d  a c c e s s  a r e a .

l e n g t h y  d i s c u s s i o n

1  e s t a t e  a n d  m o s t  o f

s  t ha t  she  owned ,  f o r

nce rn ing  va lues  i n

l t e d  g e n e r a l l y  f e l t

p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e

Trus t  Company  were  o f

l u e d  a t  t h a t  f i g u r e .

e d i t h  a t  $ 3 7 , 5 0 0 ;  b u t

e  and  had  app l i ed  fo r
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S t a n d i s h  f e l t ,  h o w e

p r o p e r t y  m i g h t  n o t  p r o v e

p roper t y  t ha t  he  and  h i s

deve lopmen t  o f  t he  a rea

s h o u l d  t h e y  w i s h  t o  d i s p

ag reemen t  was  s igned  Sep

p r o p e r t y  f o r  $  S 0 ,  0 0 0 .  -  - d

a n d  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  p e r s o n a l

The  f i r s t  occupancy

w a s  o v e r  t h e  W s h i n g t o n ' s

b y  D r .  W i l l i a n  C .  W a l s h

N e w  Y o r k )  a n d  h i s  l o n g - t

t h e  p a r t y  w a l k e d  a c r o s s

s t a y e d  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  i

t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  I t  w a s  a

e n d .  A s  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t

S t o n e  m o v e d  i n t o  t h e  o 1 d

B e r r y  P a t c h  t h a t  h a s  s i n

w i t h  a n  o 1 d  k i t c h e n  r a n g

a  w o n d e r f u l  s t e a k  c o o k e d

m o r n i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e y  c o u

had  me l ted  snow on  the  r

ove r  t he  doo r .  They  wer

i n t o  t h e  m a i n  p a r t  o f  t h

d o o r .

Expend i tu res  dur ing
s h i p  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t

c a p i t a l  i n p r o v e m e n t s .  A

d o c k s  a n d  b o a t  h o u s e  f o u

genera l  ma in tenance  such

men ts  i nc luded  such  i t e rn

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  g a s  h e a t

t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  t h e

P a t c h ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a

men t  and  pav ing  o f  t he  p

c a r p o T t .

D u r i n g  1 9 5 3 ,  L i t t l e

D a v i d  a n d  R o s l i e  A c k e r m a

4 -

wh i l e  t he  pu rchase  o f  t he

c t i v e  i n v e s t m e n t ,  i t  w a s  a

ld  l i ke  to  own  and  tha t  f u tu re

u r e  a g a i n s t  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s

.  A f t e r  f u r t h e r  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  & D

50  fo r  t he  pu rchase  o f  t he

s  $ S 5 , 0 0 0 .  f o r  t h e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y

s l a n d  u n d e r  t h e  S t a n d i s h  r e g i m e

w e e k - e n d  o f  1 9 5 1 .  A c c o m p a n i e d

p t o n ( t h e n  a  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  i n

d ,  L e o n a r d  S t o n e  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,

r o m  S h e p  B r o w n r s  B o a t  B a s i n  a n d

tage  warned  on l y  by  a  f i r e  i n

c o l d  b u t  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  w e e k -

u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  S t a n d i s h  a n d

r o o m - - a n  a d d i t i o n  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f

e m o l i s h e d - - w h i c h  w a s  e q u i p p e d

w e r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  a f t e r  c o n s u n i n g

n g e  b u t  w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  i n  t h e

n  t h e  l a u n d r y  d o o r  a s  t h e  h e a t

a te r  had  run  down  and  f rozen

w e v e r ,  t o  o p e n  a  s m a 1 l  o p e n i n g

and  ge t  ou t  t h rough  i t s  f ron t

e d i n g  y e a r s  o f  S t a n d i s h  o w n e r -

o f  na in tenance  ra the r  t han

g s  w e r e  r e - r o o f e d ,  t h e  i s l a n d

e r e  r e b u i l t  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,

n g  a n d  r e p a i r s .  C a p i t a l  i m p r o v e -

2 , 4 0 0  v o l t  c a b l e  t o  t h e  r n a i n l a n d ,

game room and two bedrooms on

and  in  Cub  Co t tage  and  Ber ry

n l a r g e d  r n a i n l a n d  d o c k ,  e n l a r g e -

a  a n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e

l a n d  w a s  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  b v

a s  p u r c h a s e d  b y  E l i z a b e t h

. 2
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S t a n d i s h  l a r g e l y  a s  a  p r o t e c t i o n  t

(When B ig  Beaver  was purchased,  i t

f o r  e s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  r e a s o n s . )  I t

p r o v i d i n g  e l e c t r i c i t y  f r o m  B i g  B e a

a n d  b o a t  h o u s e ,  i n s t a l l i n g  a  h o t  w

p i p i n g ,  r € - r o o f i n g  a n d  o t h e r  m i n o r

r e n t e d  t o  l o n g - t i m e  f r i e n d s r - - J .

a n d  t h e r e a f t e r  t o  L e o n a r d  a n d  D o r o t

o f  L i t t l e  B e a v e r  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e s e a

h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 r s

S t a n d i s h  d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  N e w

C a n t e r b u r y ,  N e w  H a m p s h i r e .  B e a v e r

g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  S t a n d i s h  c h

t h e  S t a n d i s h ' s  l o v e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  g

h o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s  b e c o m i n g  c l e a r  t h a t

i s l a n d ' s  f u t u r e  a s  b o t h  M r .  a n d  M r s

s e v e n t i e s .  I t  w a s  b e c o n i n g  i n c r e a s i

a d e q u a t e  h e l p  a n d  t h e  t a s k  o f  p h y s i

was  p rov ing  a  bu rden .  Or r r " t sh ip  wa

b u d g e t  a s  S t a n d i s h  h a d  r e t i r e d  f r o m

c o s t s  h a d  r i s e n  i n c l u d i n g  t a x e s  w h i

a n n u a l l y  t o  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 , 2 0 0 .

R e a d  e s t a t e  d e v e l o p e r s  h a d  m a d

p r o p e r t y  a t  v e r y  h i g h  f i g u r e s ;  b u t ,

e i t he r  no  o r  i nadequa te  zon ing  and

S t a n d i s h  w a s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  e n t e r t a i n

o n l y  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  i s l a n d  b e i n g  c u t

d e s t r o y  i t s  b e a u t y .  T h e  p r o b l e r n  o f

i ng  i t  and  a t  t he  same t ime  p rese rv

beau ty  was  comp lex  s ince  the  S tand i

b u i l d i n g s  a s  l o n g  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e y

p r i c e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r  h e i r

e s t a t e  t a x e s  w e r e  m a t e r i a l  f a c t o r s .

T h e r e  w e r e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h

o f  t he  Appa lach ian  Moun ta in  C lub  to

p a r t  g i f t  b a s i s ;  b u t  i t  w a s  v e t o e d

i n  B o s t o n .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  C l u b  w

lmpr t s .  I t  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y

e  o f  B i g  B e a v e r .

i n  E l i z a b e t h r s  n a m e

uent ly improved by

r ing  the  main  house

r  and the  necessary

ve r  f o r  f i ve  yea rs

T h e  p r i o r  h i s t o r y

the  house  appears  to

9 5 1  a n d  m o v e d  t o

rved as a happy

d  g randch i l d ren  and

a f t e r  y e a r .  B y  1 9 7 1 ,

mus t  be  g i ven  to  the

h  were  i n  t he i r

i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n

enance  o f  t he  p rope r t y

ra in ing  the  fam i l y

u s i n e s s  w h i l e  a l l

m p e d  f r o m  $ t , Z O O

of fe rs  to  buy  the

i th  a t  t he  t ime  had

n  r e g u l a t i o n s ,

o s a l s  w h i c h  c o u l d

1 1  l o t s  w h i c h  w o u l d

n e t h o d  o f  l i q u i d a t -

a s  p o s s i b l e  i t s

d  to  occupy  the i r

ob ta in  an  adequa te

c a p i t a l  g a i n s  a n d

1 e  I s l a n d  C o m m i t t e e

t  on  a  pa r t  sa le  and

b t s  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s

i n  a  c a p i t a l  r a i s i n g

the
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canpa ign  fo r  i t s  moun ta i

t ha t  t he re  wou ld  be  a  ma

as  a  summer  reso r t  i n  co

C o l l e g e  a l s o  s t u d i e d  i n

o f  us ing  i t  as  a  summer

d e c i d e d  r e l u c t a n t l y  a g a r

d e f i c i t ;  a n d  t h e y  d i d  n o

d u c i n g  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  o r

l e s s  t h a n  i t s  n a r k e t  v a 1

T h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  a

s u b d i v i s i o n  p l a n ,  w i t h o u

s o l e  m o t i v e  w a s  p r o f i t ,

T o  t h i s  e n d ,  a  p l a n  w a s

l a r g e  a r e a s  a s  d e s i g n a t e

A r e a  A  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e

w i s h  t o  o c c u p y ;  A r e a  B  o

i n g  o f  t h r e e  l o t s  w i t h  a

A r e a  C  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r l y

o f  1 , 8 7 0  f e e t  a n d  A r b a  D

a long  the  channe l  be twee

Area  D  was  to  be  owned  j

a n d  t o  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  a g a

s e r v i c e  r o a d s ,  l e a c h i n g

T h i s  p l a n  w a s  a p p r o

P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l  C o m m i s

I 9 7 2 .  T h e  S t a n d i s h e s  t h

the i r  daugh te rs  a  48% un

i n t e r i o r  s e r v i c e  r o a d  w a

p h o n e  c a b l e s  w e r e  l a i d  t

head  power  and  te lephone

road  i n  a  manner  tha t  co

There  were  nany  de l

p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p e r  w

L 9 7 3 ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  w e

a c q u i r e d  b y  D r .  G o r d o n  S

e n g i n e e r  w h o  w a s  r e t i r i n

6 -

a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ;  a n d  i t  s e e m e d

emen t  p rob len  i f  i t  we re  nanaged

w i t h  T h r e e  M i 1 e .  B o w d o i n

s i m i l a r  p r o p o s a l  w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t

e  c e n t e r .  T h e  c o l l e g e  T r u s t e e s

t h e  c o l l e g e  w a s  o p e r a t i n g  a t  a

e y  s h o u l d  d i s p o s e  o f  i n c o m e  p r o -

q u i r e ,  e v e n  a t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y
- i n c o m e  p r o d u c i n g  p r o p e r t y .

o  be  the  deve lopmen t  o f  a

n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e a l t o r s  w h o s e

p r e s e r v e  t h e  i s l a n d  b e a u t y .
i v i d i n g  t h e  i s l a n d  i n t o  f o u r

,  C ,  a n d  D  o n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  m a p .

b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  t h e  S t a n d i s h e s

t h e r l y  e n d  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  c o n s i s t -

s h o r e  f r o n t a g e  o f  1 , 4 5 5  f e e t ;

o u r  l o t s  a n d  a  c o m b i n e d  f r o n t a g e

1  a c r e s  a n d  7 , 2 7  8  f e e t  o f  f r o n t a g e

e r  a n d  t h e  s m a l l e r  i s l a n d s .

the  1o t  owners  as  common land

u i l d i n g  e x c e p t  f o r  b o a t  h o u s e s ,

p o w e r  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  1 i n e s .

New Hampsh i re  Wate r  Supp ly  and

h e  M e r e d i t h  P l a n n i n g  B o a r d  i n

t a t e  p l a n n i n g  r e a s o n s ,  g a v e

t e r e s t  i n  A r e a s  B  a n d  C .  A n

ted ,  new la rge  power  and  te le -

nd  f rom the  ma in land  and  ove r -

i o n  l i n e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a l o n g  t h e

em f rom the  l ake .

u s t r a t i o n s  w h i c h ,  p e r h a p s ,  a

a v o i d e d ;  b u t ,  b y  t h e  s u m n e r  o f

y .  T h e  f i r s t  l o t  ( L o t  V I )  w a s

long  t ime  acqua in tance  and  an

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  I n s t i t u t e  o f

a c a t i o n s  a t  T h r e e  M i l e  I s l a n d

e ,  J e a n ,  l o v e d  t h e  a r e a  a n d

t r
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T e c h n o l o g y .  D r .  B r o w n d

df o r  m a n y  y e a r s ;  a n d  h e  a h i
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wanted to  see tha t  i t s  env i ronmen
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