HISTORY OF BEAVER ISLAND(1781 - 1973)

by
ALEXANDER STANDISH

The following is a history of Beaver Island for the purpose
of recording such information as I have at the present time.

Some of this information may not be acéurate, but it comprises
what I have been able to find, without doing really thorough
research. Much of it has been given to me over the years. I
have not included any information which seemed inaccurate in
light of known and recorded facts or which came from a source
that I did not consider reliable. o

The first reference to Beaver Island by that name that I
have found is a record of a meeting of the original "proprietors"
held in Portsmouth on December 24, 1781, which was for the purpose
of dividing among themselves all of [the unallotted ter}itory from
King's Grant in the Winnepesaukee lakes, including islands in the
lake. Lot Number 13 was confirmed to Governor John Wentworth,
original grantee, or his successors |and consisted of:

"Beaver Island, 19 acres; Three Mile, 37 acres; Hall Island,

10 acres; Black Cat, 32 acres; Wallace Island, 2 acres, all

in 'Middle Bay'(Center Harbor) jand *#**. "

An accurate survey of Beaver Island in 1972 shows its area
at 28.5 acres and since the lake level was probably lower in 1781
than at present, the stated area of Beaver was obviously incorrect.

The first record of Beaver Island that I have found in the
Belknap County records is a map of the county in 1859 which shows
the islands with that name. Beavers are not usually associated
with a lake island, but in the summer of 1962 there were many
bank beavers on the island and it may be presumed from the name
that a similar situation existed prior to 1781.

The first deed to the island recorded in the Belknap County
Registry of Deeds is from David Robinson and Mehitable Robinson
of Meredith, dated February 9, 18664(V01. 43, Page 557) transferring
it for $180.00 to Levi Leach of Meredith. The description was:

"A certain island in Lake Winnepesaukee near John Leavitt's

shore and 1;ing northeast of Déniel Wiggin's land it known

by the name of Beaver Island, it being the largest of three

islands called by that name."
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Standish largely as a protection to the| value of Big Beaver.
(When Big Beaver was purchased, it was done|in Elizabeth's name
for estate planning reasons.) It was subsequently improved by
providing electricity from Big Beaver and wiring the main house
and boat house, installing a hot water heater and the necessary
piping, re-roofing and other minor [improvements. It was subsequently
rented to long-time friends,--J. Mulford Oliver for five years
and thereafter to Leonard and Dorothy Stone) The prior history
of Little Beaver has not been researched but the house appears to
have been built in the early 1900's.
Standish decided to leave New York in 1951 and moved to
Canterbury, New Hampshire. Beaver Island served as a happy
gathering place for the Standish chiildren and grandchildren and
the Standish's love of the island grew year |after year. By 1971,
however, it was becoming clear that thought jmust be given to the
island's future as both Mr. and Mrs|. Standish were in their
seventies. It was becoming increasingly difflicult to obtain
adequate help and the task of physical maintenance of the property
was proving a burden. Ownership was also stiraining the family
budget as Standish had retired from active Husiness while all
costs had risen including taxes which had jumped from $1,700
annually to more than $5,200.
Read estate developers had made several offers to buy the
property at very high figures; but,| as Meredith at the time had
either no or inadequate zoning and subdivisijon regulations,
Standish was unwilling to entertain| such proposals which could
only result in the island being cut| intg small lots which would
destroy its beauty. The problem of finding |a method of liquidat-
ing it and at the same time preserving as far as possible its
beauty was complex since the Standishes |[wishled to occupy their
buildings as long as possible, they|wanted to obtain an adequate
price for the benefit of their heirs and both capital gains and
estate taxes were material factors.
There were discussions with the Three Mile Island Committee

w

of the Appalachian Mountain Club to | acquire [it on a part sale and
part gift basis; but it was vetoed by the Club's senior officers
in Boston. At that time the Club was engaged in a capital raising
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wanted to see that its environment and| ecology was preserved.
Dr. Brown also consented to act as consultant and co-manager of
the development.
The second lot (Lot VII) was purchased by David R. Buley,
President of Lewis § Saunders, Ing. of Laconia and his wife,
Dorothy. Mr. Buley had studied the island|for the Appalachian
Mountain Club at the time of the earlier discussions with that
organization. Standish's daughters, Mrs. $tewart L. Leach of
Weston, Massachusetts and Mr. E. K. Smith, |Jr. of Boulder, Colorado
acquired Lot I. They had no immediate| plans for building on the
lot but wanted a portion of the islland|they dearly loved to
remain in the family.

Thus began in 1973, a new chapter|in the history of Beaver
Island.







