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Wel I ,  I ' I1  s ta r t  ou t  by  te l l i
goes  back  to  the  Georges ,  France
George, he was on the lake i -n a

started out in steamboats in the

My f i rst  engine is there,  which

now f,or this engine to go i-n. A
going to go into was a t9O4 wood

rotted away, and we saved, last
Rhode Is land and made a p1ug,

and now they produce a brand-new

And so we've got  about  number 7,
engine wi l l  go in to,  which wi l l

see Bo.  they make many steamboa

You can buy whatever you want fo

be l ieve  i t  o r  no t ;  you  ean buy  i

you go in and they' l l  bui ld you

can go  to  the  West  coas t ,  E l l io t

same thing. Walk in the door arr

s teamboat .  So,  s teamboats  a ren '

st i l l  out  there.  We had our ann

at  Lee 's  Mi l l s  th is  pas t  weekend,

and we had 56  boats ,  so  there 's

b o a t s ,  s t i l l "  I t ' s  r e a l l y  a  g r o

Get t i ng  i n to  the  o lde r  boa ts ,

my last  b ig boat.  This boat was

running this boat in '89.  And

str ict ly that  the State got to

to  l i cense the  boat ;  we d idn ' t  w

and the maintenance. I t  was cos

just  to keep this th ing f loat ing

have the  boat - I 'd  l i ke  to  donate

boat  was bu i l t  in  1909,  came to

used on the lake unt i l  we gave u

S t r i c t l y  j u s t  c o s t ;  t h a t ' s  t h e

one of  these new 22 foot f ibergl

e1se, artd we hau]- it all around

a nice boat.  Quest ion-When was

don' t  know. My wife had i t  done

he Bend"

you that ny farnil-y
( S t e v e n s ) ' s  f a m i l y ;  E m

eamboat.  .  .but  anyway, I
' 5 0 ' s ,  i n  a b o u t  ' 5 2 .

son is bui ld ing a boat

the boat that  th is is

hul- I ,  .which was al l

te r ,  and took  i t  to

a f iberglass mo1d,

9O4 f iberg lass  boat .

ut  of  the mo1d, whi .ch th is
kind of a fun thing to

at Beclsnan, Limited.

a brand-new steamboat,

r igh t  o f f  the  she l f ,  o r

atever you want. You

B"y,  in hlashington State,

they ' l I  bu i ld  you a

dead,  Vou know;  they ' re

steamboat meet here

we had about 1500 people,

1ot of  i -nterest  in steam-

nB, growing hobby.

I have a painting of

7 feet  long, We gave up

reason we ga.ve it up was

po in t ,  i t  w4s  eos t ing  $ l tZ

ant the cost of  the l icense

ing us about $1500 a year

in the water. So r w€ st i l l
i t  to you peopJ-e! This

e lake in 191,L , artd was

w i th  i t ,  due  to  eos t .

ly  th ing,  ar td  we've got

s steamboats l ike everybody

he countryside. I t  was qui te

he pa in t ing  made? D.T . - I

for  me at  Chr istmast ime. I
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have another paint ing-most of  yor i  are probably fami l iar

wi th th is boat,  whieh was the Swdf l -ow, f rom Swal low Boat-

house. This was the boat which *ent wl th Kona Mansion.

This boat was used at  Kona Mansidn up unt i l  the Depressi-on,

about '29,  when things carne hardl  and then i t  was sold to

Nat  Goodhue,  in  Wol feboro ,  and h4  proceeded to  use  i t  as  a

passenger boat and excursion boat,  and when the Second l t lor ld

War cane aIong, all of a sudden {fris boat was in great

demand. They used i t  towing log$-they towed logs down the

lake ,  they 'd  tow about  100,000 f4e t  o f  l -umber  in to  the  loca l -

mi l ls .  There was no gasoi ine,  
"d 

t rucks,  dur ing the war; they

needed lumber.  And in the dayt in ie they used the boat to go

to the camps. They hauled suppl i les to a Iot  of  the sumrler

canps; they went al l  over the 1a$e. They made two or three

tr ips a month just  to Bald Peak, to take the people at  Bald

Peak out,  and they used this boa{ just  cont i -nuQusly al l

dur ing the war.  And then, r ight  laf ter  the Second Worl-d War '

the  use  o f  the  boat  k ind  o f  fe I I  lby  the  ways ide .  They  took  the

steam out of  i t ,  Bot diesel- izedl  ar td just  gradual ly went

downhil l unti l i t was pretty *,r"{ in ruin. Nat Good.hue called

me one night,  he said,  " I l t iould yo{ l ike to buy the Swal low?"

I  hadn ' t  seen the  boat  fo r  ten  y$ars .  S tuck  my neck  ou t ,  Y€s ,

I '11  buy  i_ t .  I  go  down,  the  boaf  ' s  down there ,  jus t  a  b ig  p i le

of  rot ten wood, and we ended up just  burning the boat '  because

i t  was total ly far ,  far  gone, be$ond ever f ix ing i t .  But i t

was a beaut i fu]  boat.  I t  was Uulf t  in 1890, ald i t  was the

East Boston Yacht Cl-ub flagship ffren it was brartd new, and

they  brought  i t  here  to  the  lake l in  '97 ,  and i t  served Kona

B"y,  down at  Kona Mansion unt i l  toodhue 
got i t  and ran i t

commercial ly.  '

A Iso ,  o f  course ,  d .u r ing  the  f  
OO's ,  the  s teamboat

Moultonborough, or Center Harborf  however we want to cal- l  i t ,

was very active on the lake. fnpV had barges and al-l kinds of

th ings. The Uncle Sam was st i l l l  f ic t ing around in steam.

And that ral  a ld did al l  k inds ! f  t f t ings,  carry i -ng the U'S'

Mai1,  and doing everything elsel .  Most of  the commercial

b o a t s  d i e d  i n  t h e ' , + O ' s .  T h i s  l i s  w n e n  t h e y  d i e d  o n  t h e  l a k e '

. L
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The lvlount Washington almost. . . th

took the boi lers and the engines

the war ,  they Put  the d iesels  in

But  most  a l l  o f  these b ig eomme

wayside bY the DePression, and t

World. War cane along, and theY

to gasol ine,  and theY just  fe l l

a l l  your big boats on the lake

of  about  20  Years .  TheY jus t

paint ing was done bY a man, Rie

done great things for the steam

this Paint ing for  me, artd i t  to

f inaI IY he d id i t .  And he wrot

for  everYbodY,  a l l  over  the wor

the paint ing.  Some of  th is  woo

tha t ' s  whY i t  hasn ' t  go t  much  o

the waY the wood was, that was

that was left in the boat when

and as You can see i t  was bleac

that t ime, but I saved that muc

the Pi lot  wheel ,  and numerous

Quest ion  about  P ic tu re-D 'T '

Goodhue and Hawkins '  WeI l r  ho

that  he Painted i t  f rom'  Dick

at Goodhue and' Hawkins NavY Y

Street.  And the Yard is st i l l

they st i l l  cal l  i t  Goodhue and

nowr  ProbabtY i t ' s  s t i l l  Goodh

Is there anY Particular qu

ask concerning steamboats? (0

Yes,  bu t  You 've  a lso  go t  to

( tnat) have gone from b.urnrng

We take numerous cruises nowt

r^/e go to New York, to Cartada'

And a lot  of  these fe] . lows can

boat to run sj-x or eight hours

e i the r  LP  gas ,  o r  o i l '  o r  some

I ike the Swal low,  You could Pu

big coal  bunkers on each s ide

and run for severa1- daYs' But

y discont inued running i t t

ou t  o f  i t  fo r  the  waf .  A f te r

it, and started running again'

ia1 boats al l  feI l  bY the

en af ter  that  the Second

nverted. most of  these boats

t he  waYs ide .  So ,  abou t

ed. in a short  t ime Per iod

e zip! gone. This Part icular

arfl t l t i tchell-great steam man,

bby.  I  Persuaded h im to do

k many daYs of  Persuasion, but

numerous books and art ic les

d..  I 'm verY haPPY to have

was from the Swa1low, artd

a frame; I  iust  Put i t  in

ind  o f  the  bes t  o f  the  wood

got  i t ,  ins ide  o f  the  cab in '

ed out and vetrY Poor wood at

of the thing. And' I have

s arrd.  Pieces of  the boat '

The picture Was taken at

tb.ken.', , The. original- picture was taken

tchell took j-n about L94Lt '

,  in Wolfeboro,  on True1- l

there;  I  d 'on' t  know whether

awkins,  o f  what  i t 's  under

e and Hawkins '

t ions anYbod,Y would l ike to

s t ion  concern ing  fue l )  '  D 'T ' -

ember that  nost of  these boats

t id fuel-  are very smal l  boats '

e  go  to  Ma ine '  we.go  to  Vermont '

i th al l  of  our t ra i - ler  boats '

t carry wood enough on their

so theY're forced'  into using

other fue1. The }arger boats

a ton of  coal ,  she had two

ou could fit l  these things uP

the sma1-l-er boats todaY' most
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of the boats are g

their  car,  and the

go ing to C anada an

i t ' s  p re t ty  hard  t

your car for your

they have gone to

s o l i d  f u e l .  N o w ,

o f  wood fo r  the  fe

two cords  o f  wood.

Ques t ion  conce

t h e ' 5 0 ' s .  D . T . - T

After the boat was

water l ine ,  the  c r

probably a thousart

crankshaf t .  The o

came from the EagI

and put i t  in the

I went over and de

tha t ' s  abou t  a l l  t

couldn ' t  f igure ou

put this crankshaf

i t  weighs about 80

sink the rowboatt

I ' d  b a i l  o u t  t h e

I ' d  row  home aga in

realLze the rowbo

wasn ' t  a  very  goo

rowboat,  af ter  I

went and got mY

mine was nine or

got the cranksha

in  i t ,  go t  the  c r

rowboat,  got  the

to come down with

th ing up,  hauled j

I ' v e  s t i 1 l  g o t  t h

Quest ion  conc

borough steamboat

Center Harbor.  A
to i t  as the Cent

ing to be on
j u s t  c a r t ' t  c

you ' re  go ing

two weeks'

wo-week r ide.

he B?s,  but  t

en we had ou

ows to burn.

They gobble

ing a. steam

at was the C

at l  gone,  and

kshaft was 1n

pouncls r or

iginal engine

, and they to

enter Harbor,

ided I wartted

ere was lef t

,  &t  about 14

in a rowboat

p o u n d s .  S o ,

1I  the cr

wboat ,  ge t  t

S o ,  t h i s  I

was only go

thing, so th

arted to lea

father Em

f eet,  ar td
-same th ing,

k back to th

rank out,  end

his wrecker

t u p t o m Y h o

crarlkshaft.

rning the nam

D . T .  - S u p p o s

lo t  o f  peoPle

r Harbor.  Th

mebody'  s t ra i ler  behind

r y  t h e  f u e l .  I f  Y o u ' r e

to steamboat for  two weeks,

r th of  wood in the back of

S o ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t

e  major i t y  o f  them are  s t i l l

meet  here ,  w€ had two cords

In four days'  theY burned

t r ight  uP.

at hu]-k at Lee' s Nli l]-s in

ter Harbor,  or  Uloul- tonborough.

i t  had been burnt  to the

the  boat ,  wh ich  we ighed

O pounds, i t  was a big

was a Paine engine, i t

k the engine out of  the Eagle

because theY needed more  Power .

the crankshaft ,  because

f the whole th ing; so,  I

years oId,  how am I  go ing to

I  c a n ' t  p i c k  i t  u P  b e c a u s e

immediate lY I  dec ided I  would

haft in the nowboat, and then

rowboat to float, artd then

roceed.ed .  to  do ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t

for  ?00 Pounds. So that

I  had to go get a bigger

the scene, I  sunk, and I

r g e ' s  1 2  f o o t  r o w b o a t ,  w h i c h

got the bigger rowboat and

k the boat ,  got  the crankshaf t

edge of  the beach,  sunk the

up get t ing Verne (Richard 'son)

he graciouslY Picked this

e for  me, f ree of  charge, and

of the Center Harbor'/Mourton-

d1y the boat was built in

in Center Harbor alwaYs referred

people in Moultonborough alwaYs

d

d

S



Dav id  ThomPson  P .J

referred to i t  as

to lay c la im to i t

of  craP in the bes

tarpaper roofr  eve

mean, i t  was a wor

way it was. And

remember the Cente

was down bY Goodltu

a  b ig  iob ,  and th i

of  the baY towing

They brought  i t  ba

way the keel  had b

d .on ' t  need  tha t  bo

c rad le  o f  t he  boa t

probablY weighed

the boat  fe l }  o f f

I t  j us t  ended  uP

Quest ion conc

No, when the town

New HamPshire was

and the Undine.

ou t  and theY ' re  P

D . f . - A 1 1  e x c e P t  t

Raymond'  s.  And

and. he says, "Whe

up on the mud, 8D

run it uP on the

the  th ree  boats .

and the B1ack Bro

bunch. But he

"Put her in the

the engine was

bo i l e rs ,  and  the

d id  a  b ig  d r i ve

of  the lake,  ? t

barges iuSt  Pi1

theY could' get t

for the war effo

that cane down t

] -oaded that stuf

for as much as a

h e

k

he lvloultonbo

because i t  w

o f  i t ' s  d a y s

hing about

boat ,  s t r j -c t1

a  k id '  very

Harbor,  we

and llawkine '

was about t [P

b ig  s team

h e r e .  T h e

bui l t ,  and

in  the kee

.  Wel I ,  theY

tons, artd o

he  c rad le '

ere artd neve

rn ing o ld boa

dredged out ,

s t i l l  t he re '

nd they just

t o f t h e l

e  B lack  Brook

e y g o t i n a b

you get the

tha t ' s  where

d,  and i t  w

They had the

k,  and the B

in a big f i

d" , arrd ther

en out in th

went for the

or the war ef

ne t ime,  ar td

wi th  s team

eir hands orlr

There was

erer  I  can  r

up with a bi

en

week, and thi is why the stean stuf f  is  gone'

e

a

gh. And nobodY reallY wanted

such a blood.Y old Piece

I t  had ta rPaPer  decks ,  a

boat  was tarPaPer.  I

workboat .  That  was the

oung, the last t ime I

re t iv ing in Wolfeboro, I

and the State came in to do

or  '4? ,  And they  went  ou t

rane, artd that '  s the last  '

a t  had  a  b ig  bow; ,  t he

John McKinneY said,  "W€

" So, h€ straightened the

I led out th is boat and i t

course ,  t he  kee l  buck led '

that 's  wher 'e  i t  ended uP.

went any further'

s  a t  L e e '  s  M i 1 1 s .  D  ' T  '  -

hi-s was all taken out' The

he Bl-ack Brook was st i l l  there '

i teral}Y d ' redged these boats

f i f l .  (Quest [on- inaud ib le ) -

The Black Btrook was Wil-1

g arguement on the waY home'

lack Brook back, Vou run her

i t , s  go ing  to  s tay . "  And they

the best  boat  theY had of

ea t r i ce ,  t he  Cen te r  Harbo r '

k  Brook was the best  o f  the

t  wi th the crew' and he said '

she laid and rotted away' And

Second World War t ime, and the

war effort. And Wil l  RaYmond

ort, he went all around the shore

can remember seeing them

gines, boi lers out of  everYthing

and theY were sold for junk

a guy bY the nane of Ginsberg

ember, he cane in there and

s team c rane ,  on  h i s  t rucks '
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Because the war  e

a  lo t  o f  ou r  h i s
we l -ost  a  lo t  o f
war. We had to w

Quest ion-Ther

in lakeport-i[acDu
I know of.  (Furth

were  H  .B  i ck fo rd

in Lakepor t ,  for

eng ines ;  a  s team
H a n s o n ' s  h a d ,  t h a
brand-new one som
was kicking aroun
th lngs .  There  w
and said he had

d o n ' t  k n o w .  I t ' s

Quest ion-What
D.  T .  -Wel l - ,  the  to
down, and that w

Wil- l  Raymond had

t h e  F a l e s ' e s  h a d

you drive down to
pot,  everything

They just  dredged

it was the early I

went in, and nobo

dredged and made

needed b adly ,  and

there was over th

and  you 'd  neve r

ran over  a snaKe,

wi th  dual -  wheels ,

and the head was

the  o the r  se t  o f

these th ings were

ever  been down th

real .  They were

fo r t  took  i t

ry in this co
tuff. Anythi
n,  and so we

was a machi
-did they m

r  q u e s t i o n ) - O

nd they made

h is  lake .  An
at by the nam

had H .Bic 'k f  o

ere ln stor

.  I  d o n ' t

a guy. in Kra

th of the eng

a rumor.

area was dred
h a d  a  p i e c e

the small do
bui ld ing,  an
boathouse.

the landing

m th is  s ide

around there.

o ' s ,  ' 5 8 ,  s
rea11y care

l- that prope

hey need mor
F € .  B u t  t o d

t h e  j o b .  T h

e had a L936

d he run ov

o n e  s i d e ,

a l s .  T h e s e
' t  ou t rageous

e in the ear
g r e .

way. This is where we l_ost
t ry .  We los t  water  mi l l s ,

that was iron went for the
os t  a  lo t  o f  our  s tu f f .

shop,  o r  some k ind  o f  a  shop
e s team eng ines? D.T . -Not  tha t
T. -The  s team eng ine  pa t te rns

ei r  own.  engines r ight  here,

H . B i b k f o r d m a d e  l o t s  o f
o f  the  Bu l l f rog ,  tha t  the
engine in i t ,  and they had a
e,  a spare engine,  and that

w what  ever  became of  those

newood that  cane by one day,

nes f rom the Bul l f rog.  I

e d  o u t  a t  L e e ' s  M i l l - s ?

of property,  as you dr ive
k that always was there, and

Em George had a bui ld ing,  and
nd it was all marsh, all as
w, everything from the Port-a-

ver i -s al1 dredged- in land.

Not much wet lands in those days;
ething l ike that .  They just

in  those t imes,  they  jus t

ty over there,  which the town
down there tqday. That 's al l

,  i t  wou l -d  be  "Save the  Toads" ,

were big snakes. My father

ogging truck,  a Chevrol-et

th is snake !n the road,

the tai l  got  ro l led wi th

ings sound oqtrageous, but

as  Bob or  anyone here  tha t ' s

days, these things were for
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( Inaudible rem

po isonous,  bu t  the

the young guys ge

footbal l  by the t i

w e r e n ' t  p o i s o n o u s ,

no t  n ice  guys ,  e i

Even now,  i f  you '

snakes comes by,

used to  be- i f  you

now-and i f  they c

go ing to try and

of l ike my grand

in the spr ing,  w€'

tu r t le ,  a  b ig  one

puIl up to show h

I I Ie r  "0h, f lo ,  Gram

to th is day'  I  c

Quest ion-D id

I r o q u o i s ?  D . T . - Y

people f rom train

to the various Pl
E n d i c o t t ) .  S P e a k

bought the tender

a  l 2 - t 3  f o o t  b o a t

And I used it al-l

Governor Endicot t

l -ef t  in existence

you save i t .  I t

water suPPlY uP'

k issing the Pond,

f r o m  i t ,  I  d o n ' t

triple- exPans ion

boa t  f u I I  o f  rock

the engine, and

you can go out '

and you can l-ook

expansion engine

engines, and the

gett ing them, bu

Lro

ks from aud
'd do a numb

struck in th

we walked

as venomous,

€ r r  T h e y ' r e

in the wate

ich  they  s t i

a  th ree- f

b y ,  i f  y o u '

e t four TrY

He was ou

coming in,

Just laylng

m a tu r t le .

V ,  I  ha te  the
' t  g e t  h i m  b

ou ever hear

s '  I  h a v e .  Q

at  the Weirs

ces  on  the  I

ng  o f  t he  Gov

of f  the Gove

a pumpkinse

the t ime I

is probably

that could be

ets down the

d  h e r  r o o f ,

y o u  k n o w  i t ' s

w what thei

ngines out o

to  s ink  i t '

en they put

rly in the

wn, and he

about 12 fe

t h e y  s e t .

the water su

c e ) .  D . T , - T h e y  w e r e n ' t

o n  y o u .  I ' v e  s e e n  o n e  o f

Ieg,  and h is  leg was l ike a

k up to the v i l lage. They

i l l i ng  snakes ,  bu t  theY ' re

ui te aggressive in the water.

and one of  those water

do ,  bu t  no t  the  s ize  theY

t e r ,  y o u ' v e  s e e n  a  b i g  o n e ,

in  the  water ,  theY ' re

stay away from them. Kind

on the steamboat wi th us'

there 's  a b ig  snaPPing

on  top  o f  t he  wa te r ,  so

l i t t le grandson looked

tur t le !  Take me homel  "

k in the stearnboat.

f  a boat cal- led the

es t j -oner - I t  used to  P ick  uP

and take them and bring them

€. (Ment ions the Governor

rnor Endicot t ,  mY father

r  End ieo t t ,  I ' d  saY about

,  with a MacDuff engine.

growing uP.  D. f  .  -The

e only one of  the steamboats

saved,  i f  theY wou ld  le t

where Laconia Picks their

t  low water,  is  just  k ind of

there. And just out away

theory was'  theY took the

the boat,  and f i l led the

make up forr the weight of

e engines in  the lake.  So,

ing on a goqd,  c lear  day,

sets these two Paine tr iPle-

Iong, artd.  so high, big '  b ig

've thought ser iously of

I

at
And

ly people down there,  theY
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really frowned on me. I want
big th ing started and get the
Lavallee, in the beginni_ng, an
boat  was,  the Depress ion came,
money; i t  wasn' t  generat ing any
t h i s  d e p r e s s i o n  p a s s e s ,  w e ' 1 1
old-t imers,  very f requent ly,  wo
t h e i r  b o a t ,  s i n k  t h e  b o a t , i n  t h
spring, and put the powerplant
have any capabi l i t ies of  puI l

sarne thing with the Goverhor En
the  water ,  took  ou t  the  f loor ,
the boat over near the shore,
where i t  was easy to get at .  A
of gett ing i t  back up. And wh
' the o l -d  Mount ,  why he d idn,  t  ju
back up and get  i t  go i rg,  I  don
Husband, who had run the engine
made by Paine, and they were wi
conti-nuously worked on the sngi
right from Day 0ne, when they
why they didn,t  bother.  And at
Chateaugay up there for  $2O,OOO,
They brought heredown and put h
talking with David .ntitham, at o
jus t  comple ted  a  lo t  o f  rese
for you people to talk with som
pages and pages of pictures of
which is the l i lount vrlashington.

that was on the building of the
al l  th is t ime, and got a big s
pil ing it, and it would be an in
could te l1 you, f rom the start
here on the lake. The new Mount
unti l the war real.l-y got into it
blowers for the war effort. It
(Quest ion)  -D.1 .  - l r le l l ,  tha t  was
at Lakeport  ( real ly at  the Weirs

to  resur rec t  the  boat ,  ge t  a
at up. The boat was sunk by
the only reason he sank the

d the boat was making no
money.  So,  he  sa id ,  "When
n the boat again.  "  And the
Id take the powerplant out of

winter,  get  i t  up in the
ack  in ,  because they  d idn ' t

them out .  So,  they  d id  the
ico t t .  They  pu t  i t  back  in

k  ou t  the  eng ines ,  took
d proceeded to  s ink  i t ,  r igh t
d sunk i t  wi th the intent ions

the l [ount Washington burned,
t  get  the Governor Endicotr
t know. I do know, from Ray

, he said the engJ.nes were
ked light-buil,.t, and they
esr that they were junk

brand-new. I  th ink th is is
he same t imer they found the
and that was the way to go.

al-l together. And I was
steam meet,  and and he has

. He'd be ver] /  interest ing

even ing ,  bec4use he ,s  go t

nstructing the old Chateaugay,

ight from one of the head Erys
4tr  and he 's  gone and spent

k  o f  s tu f f ,  and he 's  com-
erest ing evening, because he

the first day it steamed.

was under steamr orr  the lake,
and they took the engines and

an about two years under steam.
e old l l lount. She burned

. But the new Mount was
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under stean for the first
lake, with the triples and
Itl i tham said that when they
I{ountr  the boi lers were so
then, and to get these boi lers
in  these bo i le rs ,  because they
boat going so that they could c
And the first sunmer, they carr
plugs in the boi lers.  fhe boi l
and put into good working order
And I  don ' t  h row whether . i t  ran
but i t  d id run in ,4Z some, and
summer in ,42,  and in ,U3 some
out the boi lers and the engines
first trip out the engines went
f i rst  t r ip out the minesweeper
engines out of  the boat.  They
to get the englnes baekr after
gue6s gave them those Liberty d
and of  courae they're mueh more
would be terr ib le on i t r  8 ste
There are some in operation, bu

Quest ion-;dhy is i t  so ex
D . T . - I t ' s  j u s t  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  o f
gasoline in your automobile ls
ste.amboat. The explosive power
you ever real iz,ed what you're r i
And everybody sees a steanboat,
s i t t ing there,  ord th ink,  ' ,0h,  i
going to kt l l  everybody! ' ,  Al I  o
explosi-ons occurred on the l l iss i
ln the rr lest .  And they had a lot
and they didn't understand treat
to make a long-life boiler. And
Hunter,  who's dead nowl he was a
explosions. And the only thing
is when you first Etart an engin
has a tendency to pull all the

two

the

put

badr

a r s  o f  i t ' s  l i f e ,  h e r e
ter- tube boi lers.  And

hose boi lets in the new
there were holes rusted

on the

David

in
i.g, they drove pine plugs
re on a deadline to get the

passengers that summerr
ed passengers with wood.en
rs were repaired that winter,
the following year, in 1 942,
a fu l l  year in 1942 or not,
f  th ink i t  ran most of  the
ime, the government took
and the f i rst  t r ip out,  the

into a minesweeper, and the
a sunk. That ended the

gone, They were supposed
e war, but the government I
sels, and they put them in,

actical today. Insurance

at today to cany passengers.
they pay dearly .
ve to l icense a steamboat?
t .  Actual lyr  a tank of
ch more dangerous than a

a tank of  gasol ine,  i f

ing with, is a scary thing.
d they see this boi ler

' s  g o i n g  t o  b l o w  u p l " f t , s
the real early boiler

s ippi  River,  and on the r ivers
of alkaline in the water,

g the water for  the boi ler ,
I ' ve  s tud ied  th is  w i th  Lewis
great authority on boiler
hat anybody can come up with,

, it has a big denand, and it
ter to one paft in the boiler,
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Al l  these boi ler  exploslons, wh

few feet,  the boi ler  would blow
They started the enginee, it su

the  bo i le r ,  th is  p&ece o f  s tee l

reaL extreme heat, and when the

and the boilers were not cons
in those t imes, and they just

r igh t  down here  a t  Lee 's  t i i l l s ,

a brand-new boat,  put  a brand-n

seeond-hand boi ler l  they .starte
r ight  there.  And that was the

happened to that  boat.  And the

straight through the side of th

And the theory is that when thi

just  a spl i t  second therer &s t

guy is comiing through. The woo

right t imer so the guy could p

any good, but he l ived through

lots of  stor ies about the explo

Quest ion-about how the expl

To get a l i t t le technical ,  i f  y

and all of a sudden you blow th

up through the pipes, and if Y
engine starts pounding. This

bo i le rs  on  these Miss iss iPPi  bo

mil l  boi lers,  to start  wi th.

sh ip .  They  weren ' t  a  Scot t  nar

started these things, the f i re

demand was so great on these

had say, three Pistons'  and the

speed, et  low Pressurer that  th

just  l i teral ly '  of f  the crown

away to the uPPer end of the bo

in the few sPlit seconds while

wasn' t  of  good qual i tY,  not  goo

and the minute the water eane

the right temperaturer so when

this flash of steam, and all o

the boat started, wi th in a

up. And this was what happened.

ked alJ. the water away from

got red real quick due to the

water eane back, i t  f lashed,

cted of good rnaterial anyway,

t  l o o s e . '  i i e  h a d  t h e  R e d  H i l l ,

do the same thing. They bui l t

engine in it, put in a

i t  up,  the th ing blew up

heory. That was what they thought

engineer,  i t  b lew him r ight

boat,  ar td he l ived through i t .

explosion occurred, you had

e wood is leaving, artd the

happened to leave at the

s through. I t  d idn' t  do him

he thing, anyway. I 've heard

ion  o f  the  Red H i } l .

s i o h  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  D . T . -

u get into a water- tube boi ler ,

whistle, and you pull water
' re down in the engine, the

what was occprring. These big

ts were f i re tubes. TheY were

ey weren' t  designed for a

e boi ler .  So, when theY

in one end of then. The

at huge pistons, beeause theY

traveled at such a slow

demartd was just suPer. So iS

eet,  sueked of f  a l l  the water

Ier,  to feed the engines. And

e water was goner end the steel

stays,  or  designed ProPerIY'
k,  th is steel  had reaehed just

e water did eome backr You got

a sudden in these boi lers,  which
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would be as long as this toom
in diameter, when all this wat
of  i t ,  you had an explosion yo
i t  just  b lew the whole boat to
Hunter 's theory,  and professor

my theory, This is just theo
Further question concernin

a r a t a t a . . a

you can build a brand-n
pounds, and tell them you
d o e s n ' t  h a v e  s o - a n d ; s o ' s

t h a t  s t u f f ,  i t ' s  n o  g o o d .  I t ' s
(Quest ion)  -O. f t .  -Ray l iusband

when he was 16. And he went to
these stearnboats,  and he worked
that stearn went away, and then
almost unt i l  the day he died, h
end, involved fidrth the lake.

type of thing. He was probably

in construct ion.  He had a big
bargesr he was the big head whe
There were lots of  other people

did i t  at  h ie s.ea1e. And nsbo

s inee.  (Vo ice) -He l i ved  r igh t
H is to r ica l  bu i ld i .g )  .  D .T . -Yes
Ray Husbmd was on the Randall

when I was a kid, Sunday afte

and Bil l Glidden was fi l l ing th
Harbor,  wi th a shovel ,  one sc6o

i t  in.  He wouldn' t  run the wh
a whole wheelbarrow-load in. W

all of his l i fe as far as I kn

swim a stroke. And a Lot of  th

worked on the lake, couldn' t  sw

brother, worked on the lake for

swim a stroke. And most of  the
Voice-They used to go out

D.T.-The Center Harbor had
the whole thing, and they

a

I ived

d probably eight or nine feet
cane back to the other end

just  d idn' t  want to lqrow about,
ingdom Come. This was Lewis
ynwood Bryantf s theory, and

cost of  operat ing,  insurance, etc.
o f  s i d e  o n e . . ,  . . . . . . .  .

uni t ,  and pressure-test  i t  at
want to carry 100 pounds, but
i t t ings,  and codes, and al l
j u s t  a  v i c i o u s  c i r c l e .

came to th is town, I  bel ieve

work on the lake, working on
on steamboats right'to the day
e proeeeded to work on the 1ake,

was st i l l ,  r ight  up to the

d l{il1 Raymond was the same

the biggest man on the lake,

tean erane; he had 90-foot
I  of  construct ion on the 1ake.
that did stuf f ,  but  nobody

has ever done i t  at  h is scale

ross the street ( f ron the

the CarI h o u s e .

o a d . . . . . . I { a n y l  m a n y  d a y s ,

, the whehlbarrow was here,

coal bunkers on the Center

at a time, walk up and durnp

lbarrow up the plank and put

11 Glidden:i\rworked on the lake

, and the man never could
guys, the actual men that

.  Russel l  George, Frances'

years ,  w i th  h ts  fa ther ,  cou ldn ' t

e  guys  cou ldn ' t .

r  a whole weelr ,  d idn' t  they?

ley on board, and a head, and
right on the boat. And
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normally there were four men in
Husband, Bi l l  Gl idden, and norm
of whoever,  to do real  labor-wo
kids for the summer, sarne as a
things. And they'd be gone for
by the job.  fn  those days,  i f
l{olfeboro, you were looking at
You didn't  get in your gas boat
an hour and come back i f  you,ve
i t  was a b ig th ing.  fhe lake w
We've gone away f rom the horse
Center Harbor in four hours,
minutes.  And this is the way i
wish they could do somethlng on
to th& :beauty that it really is
power, before we really have se

Vo ice-They used to  cu t  the
and haul it down to the lake,
and hau l  them to  the  mi l l . . . fou
wou ld  take  a  week. . .say  you wan
Lee 's  Mi l l s  down to  the  Wei rs  .
those logs,  toor Vou would th in
together, but norrnally they we
per imeter of  10gs that were t ie
t ied together wi th raf t ing i ron
ropes to the boat, and norrnally

they'd ei ther shorten one or l_
go where they wanted, And this
would take, just as an example,

100,000 feet of  lumber f rom Mou
the sarne amount of fuel today,
lumber from Moultonboro to Laco

thing. inlhen they took the chu

the ice and moved it down to Tr.l

on the bal l .  Voice-remarks abo
natural ly, you probably only h

And the guy couldn ' t  leave the

your  raf t  o f  logs,  i t  was l ike

normal ly  they d idn ' t  l ight  the

want to waste the oi I .  I t  woul have to be pretty dark before

k .

o t

the

the drew. There would be Ray
they just  h i red a couple
Anybody. fhey just  h i red

1y

of  people do today for

week.  They just  went  of f

u went  f rom Lee 's  Mi l ls  to
six- or eight-hour cruise.

and drive down there in half
had lunch. You went somewhere,
s  a  b ig  th ing ,  i t  wasn ' t  smal l ,

d wagon.  We don' t  go to

re;  we zip over in two
is on the lake. I  real ly

the lake, to get the lake back
Lini t  some speeds and some

ious problems.

umber up on the mountains

d they would raft those logs
mi les  an  hour ,  o r  less .  f t

ed to take a raft of logs f,nom
.D.T.- t t {hen they talk of  raf t ing
al l  these logs were t ied
' t .  They  jus t  had th is  ou ter
together l  their  boom was

. They nornal.ly ran two long
ey  s teered w i th  these ropes i

en one, and make the boat

s standard procudure, and they
cord of wood in fuel to take

boro to  Laqonia.  I  daresay,

u  c a n ' t  m o v e  l O O r O 0 O  f e e t  o f

4.  So, these guys had some-

down herer and put it on
boro, they had something

l o g  r a f t s .  D . T . - A n d ,

one other man on the boat.
at,  So, i f  you fel}  into

t t ing suigide. And

terns,  becaqse they didn' t
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the l ights were l i t .
Voice-They took them into t

They took them to Lakeport ,  th
there were several  p laces. Voi
b r i d g e ?  ( a t  t h e  W e i r s ) .  D . T . - W
quite high, Erd they went r ight
Techwood. Techwood was basieal
they towed logs into fechwood a
the tows reasonably namow, or
Lee 's  Ml l l s  bay  w i th  them.  0 f
quarter of a mile in length, th
Adele (Taylor)  's  father started.
logs wi th Ern (Ceorge)

Quest ion-D.f  .  -Bob could pro
h is to ry  o f  Lee 's  Mi l l s  than I  c
they sawed lumber. Bob (Lan

They took al l  the steel  out  of
"Where 's  the  mi11?"  They  sa id ,
the war ef for t , "  They took the
a lot of iron in that thing-stu
like my father. They went all
of them had sons. Even if they
Raymond, Captain Ralrmond was
. . .Th€ mi1 l  sa t  aeross  the  br i
mil l sat. It was granite on bo
of it, with the men standing th
the chains went around and pul}

on either side-from the millpon

had log drlves coming down the

other  s ide  ou t  o f  Lee 's  Mi l l s  B

out there, running across the 1
onee, because two years later,

whole thingt Gone. You do it
Bob was out there, running trron

way high in my regard. I sat

occasions. I  just  want to say

t ' {y father 's father died as a re

on 0ssipee Mountain and coming

father,  the oldest boy in the f

epor t ,  ra f tg  o f  logs? D.T . -
took them into Srlolfeboro,

e-How did they get under the
I I ,  of  course the br idge was
under, They towed right into
y where Burger King is, and

that t ime. They had to have
ey couldn ' t  even get  out  o f

ourse, the tow would reach a
100r000 fee t  o f  lumber .

on the lake. He was towing

ably tell you more o f  t he

mi l l  t he re ;. There was a big

)- Ihey did just  l ike you said.
e mi1l .  f  came back, I  said. ,

" l t le l l r  w€ needed the steel ,  for
steel ,  the big sawss there was

going back and forth. Just
ut for the war effort. A lot
didn' t  a fe l low l ike Wi l l

I  o u t  f o r  i t ,  H e  w a s  U . S . A .

€s.  You can see where the
sides, and I  have pi-ctures

re on top of  the ehutes where

d the logs up into the rnil l ,

on one side, beeause they

ed Hi l I  River,  and on the

And I can see Bob Bl"anchard

.  You only see these things

e revolution had changed the

f ferent .  But  a t  that  t ime,

*og to ilog, and he was always

talked to him on many

e thing about my father.

It of a log $reaking off up

wn upon him. That left my

ily at 1,3. l le went with all
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those fel lows.They logged hU
the sunmer, like you were talki
was a 1l-year o1d boy. He wen

there six weeks at a t ime, befo
out there logging, and they di
to  be l ieve  th is ,  because tha t '

d id th is unt i l  he was 19 years

"We've got  to  do sorneth i .ng d i

any longer wtth four kids, 
"rrd

he got a job there,  met my moth
v o i e e - L e e ' s  M i l l s  u s e d  t o

t h e  v i l l 4 g e r  h e r e .  D . T . - Y e s ,

ten-horse generator.  The eeme

generator and stuff rYa.sr Bob

remarks from audience). Frane

bui l t  by David Lee, and i t  was

incorporated, because they had

so many aeres of cleared land,

speci f ieat ions.  And then late

rebuilt the miLl and enlarged

tor ical  Society publ ished a b

1993 book le t .  )

nter, and aboard the boats in

about.  My father,  therefore,

aboard the boat, and he was out

they hit  shore. They were
I t  come back in,  and you have

the way they did i t .  And he

ld,  and f inal ly his mother said,
rent.  i l le can' t  survive here

hey went down to Boston, and

r and came back here.

nerate our electr ic i ty,  in

ey had, I  bel ieve i t  was a
pad is st i l l  there,  where the

ows r ight  where i t  is .  ( Inaudible

Stevens-The f i rst  mi l l  was

ilt before the town was

have i t .  A mi l l ,  a church,

many fanil iesl there were

Isaac Adans (of  Sandwich)

r about I8/.5. (Sandwich His-

aphy of, Isa4c Adams in their


